
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. Matters referred from the Fire Fighter Advisory Committee (FFAC), including but not limited to: 
 
 A. Discussion and possible final adoption on proposed amendments, new sections, repeals, and rule 

  reviews as follows: 
 
  1. Proposed amendments to 37 TAC, Chapter 429, Fire Inspectors, including, but not limited to  

   §429.3 and §429.203. 
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Chapter 429 
 

MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR FIRE INSPECTORS 
 

SUBCHAPTER A 
 

MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR FIRE INSPECTOR CERTIFICATION BASED ON REQUIREMENTS IN EFFECT PRIOR TO JANUARY 1, 2005 
 
 
§429.3.  Minimum Standards for Basic Fire Inspector Certification. 
 

[(a)] In order to be certified by the commission as a Basic Fire Inspector an individual must complete a commission 
approved Basic Fire Inspector Curriculum dated prior to January 1, 2005 and successfully pass the commission 
examination as specified in Chapter 439 of this title (relating to Examinations for Certification).  

 
[(b) A person who holds or is eligible to hold a certificate upon employment as a part-time fire inspector may be certified 

as a fire inspector, of the same level of certification, without meeting the applicable examination requirements.] 
 
 

SUBCHAPTER B 
 

Minimum Standards for Fire Inspector Certification 
 
§429.203.  Minimum Standards for Basic Fire Inspector Certification – New Track. 
 

[(a)] In order to be certified as a basic fire inspector, an individual must:  
 
(1)  possess valid documentation of accreditation from the International Fire Service Accreditation Congress as an 

Inspector I, Inspector II, and Plans Examiner I; or  
 
(2)  complete a Commission-approved Basic Fire Inspector program and successfully pass the Commission 

examination(s) as specified in Chapter 439 of this title (relating to Examinations for Certification). An approved 
basic fire inspection training program shall consist of one or any combination of the following:  

 
(A)  completion of the Commission-approved Basic Fire Inspector Curriculum, as specified in Chapter 4 of the 

Commission's Certification Curriculum Manual; or  
 
(B)  successful completion of an out-of-state and/or military training program which has been submitted to the 

Commission for evaluation and found to meet the minimum requirements as listed in the Commission-
approved Basic Fire Inspector Curriculum as specified in Chapter 4 of the Commission's Certification 
Curriculum Manual; or  

 
(C)  successful completion of the following college courses:  
 

(i)  Fire Protection Systems, three semester hours;  
 
(ii)  Fire Prevention, three semester hours; or Fire Prevention Codes and Investigations, three semester 

hours;  
 
(iii)  Building Code, three semester hours;  
 
 (iv) Building Construction, three semester hours;  
 
(v)  Hazardous Materials, three semester hours. (Total semester hours, 15*. NOTE: Building Code and 

Building Construction may be combined into a single three-semester hour class. If this is the case, the 
total semester hours may be reduced to 12. Hazardous Materials I or II may be used to satisfy the 
requirements of Hazardous Materials); or  

 
(D) successful completion of a National Fire Academy program for fire inspection. The program must include the 

basic course, Fire Inspection Principles I, and two of the following courses or their successors:  
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(i)  Fire Prevention Specialist II; or  
 
(ii)  Plans Review for Inspectors; or  
 
(iii)  Code Management: A Systems Approach; or  
 
(iv)  Management of Fire Prevention Programs; or  
 
(v)  Strategic Analysis of Fire Prevention Programs.  

 
[(b)  A person who holds, or is eligible to hold, a certificate upon employment as a part-time fire inspector may be certified 

as a fire inspector, of the same level of certification, without meeting the applicable examination requirements.] 
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9. Matters referred from the Fire Fighter Advisory Committee (FFAC), including but not limited to: 
 
 A. Discussion and possible final adoption on proposed amendments, new sections, repeals, and rule 

  reviews as follows: 
 
  2. Proposed amendments to 37 TAC, Chapter 431, Fire Investigation, including, but not limited to 

   §431.3 and §431.203. 
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Chapter 431 
 

FIRE INVESTIGATION 
 
§431.3.  Minimum Standards for Basic Arson Investigator Certification. 
 
[(a)] In order to be certified by the commission as a Basic Arson Investigator an individual must: 
 

 (1) possess a current basic peace officer's license from the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement Officer 
Standards and Education or documentation that the individual is a federal law enforcement officer;  

 
 (2) hold a current commission as a peace officer with the employing entity for which the arson investigations will be 

done; and 
 
 (3) possess valid documentation of accreditation from the International Fire Service Accreditation Congress as a Fire 

Investigator; or 
 

 (4) complete a commission approved basic fire investigation training program and successfully pass the commission 
examination as specified in Chapter 439 of this title (relating to Examinations for Certification). An approved fire 
investigation training program shall consist of one of the following: 

 
  (A) completion of the commission approved Fire Investigator Curriculum, as specified in Chapter 5 of the 

commission's Certification Curriculum Manual; 
 
  (B) successful completion of a National Fire Academy program for fire investigation. The program must include 

the basic course, Fire Arson Investigation, and two of the following courses or their predecessor: 
 
   (i) Arson Detection; or 
 
   (ii) Fire Cause Determination for Company Officers; or 
 
   (iii) Initial Fire Investigation; or 
 
   (iv) Management of Arson Prevention and Control. 
 
  (C) successful completion of an out-of-state or military training program which has been submitted to the 

commission for evaluation and found to meet the minimum requirements as listed in the commission 
approved Fire Investigator Curriculum as specified in Chapter 5 of the commission's Certification Curriculum 
Manual; or 

 
  (D) successful completion of the following college courses: Arson Investigator, 3 semester hours; Hazardous 

Materials, 3 semester hours; Building Construction, 3 semester hours; Fire Protection Systems, 3 semester 
hours. Total semester hours, 12.  The three semester hour course "Building Codes and Construction" may be 
substituted for Building Construction. Arson Investigator I or II may be used to satisfy the requirements of 
Arson Investigation. Hazardous Materials I or II may be used to satisfy the requirements of Hazardous 
Materials. 

 
[(b) A person who holds or is eligible to hold a certificate upon employment as a part-time arson investigator may be 

certified as an arson investigator, of the same level of certification, without meeting the applicable examination 
requirements.] 
 
 

SUBCHAPTER B 
 

MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR FIRE INVESTIGATOR CERTIFICATION 
 
  §431.203.  Minimum Standards for Fire Investigator Certification. 
 

  (a)   In order to be certified by the commission as a Fire Investigator an individual must complete the requirements 
specified in §431.3(a)(3) or (4) of this title. 
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  [(b) A person who holds or is eligible to hold a certificate upon employment as a part-time fire investigator may be 
certified as a full-time fire investigator without meeting the applicable examination requirements.] 

 
 (b)[(c)] A person who holds or is eligible to hold a certificate as a Fire Investigator may be certified as an Arson 

Investigator by meeting the requirements of Chapter 431, Subchapter A, but shall not be required to repeat 
the applicable examination requirements. 
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9. Matters referred from the Fire Fighter Advisory Committee (FFAC), including but not limited to: 
 
 A. Discussion and possible final adoption on proposed amendments, new sections, repeals, and rule 

  reviews as follows: 
 
  3. Proposed amendments to 37 TAC, Chapter 435, Fire Fighter Safety, including, but not limited  

   to §435.3. 
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Chapter 435 
 

FIRE FIGHTER SAFETY 
 

 
§435.3.  Self-contained Breathing Apparatus. 

 
The employing entity shall: 

 
 (1) purchase, provide, and maintain a complete self-contained breathing apparatus for each on duty fire 

protection personnel who engage in operations where IDLH atmospheres may be encountered, where the 
atmosphere is unknown or would be exposed to hazardous atmospheres from fire or other emergencies or 
where the potential for such exposure exists; 

 
 (2) ensure that all self-contained breathing apparatus used by fire protection personnel complies with the 

minimum standards of the National Fire Protection Association identified in NFPA 1981, Standard on Open-
Circuit Self-contained Breathing Apparatus for Fire Fighters: 

 
  (A) the National Fire Protection Association standard applicable to a self-contained breathing apparatus is the 

standard in effect at the time the entity contracts for new, rebuilt, or used self-contained breathing 
apparatus; 

 
  (B) an entity may continue to use a self-contained breathing apparatus in use or contracted for before a 

change in the National Fire Protection Association standard[that meets the requirements of an earlier 
edition of NFPA 1981], unless the commission determines that the continued use of the self-contained 
breathing apparatus constitutes an undue risk to the wearer, in which case the commission shall order 
that the use be discontinued and shall set an appropriate date for compliance with the revised standard; 

 
 (3)  develop an air quality program that complies with the most recent edition of the NFPA 1989 Standard on 

Breathing Air Quality for [Fire and ]Emergency Services Respiratory Protection[ (2003 edition) ]; 
 
 (4)  maintain and supply upon request by the commission, records and reports documenting compliance with 

commission requirements concerning self-contained breathing apparatus and breathing air.  Records of all 
tests shall be made and the records shall be retained for a period of no less than three years; 

 
 (5)   maintain and provide upon request by the commission, a departmental standard operating procedure 

regarding the use of self-contained breathing apparatus; and 
 
 (6) maintain and provide upon request by the commission, a department standard operating procedure regarding 

the selection, care, and maintenance of self-contained breathing apparatus that complies with the most 
recent edition of the NFPA 1852 Standard on Selection, Care, and Maintenance of Open-Circuit Self-
Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA)[ 2002 Edition]. 
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9. Matters referred from the Fire Fighter Advisory Committee (FFAC), including but not limited to: 
 
 A. Discussion and possible final adoption on proposed amendments, new sections, repeals, and rule 

  reviews as follows: 
 
  4. Proposed amendments to 37 TAC, Chapter 439, Examinations for Certification, including, but  

   not limited to §439.15 and §439.17. 
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CHAPTER 439 
 

EXAMINATIONS FOR CERTIFICATION 

SUBCHAPTER A 

EXAMINATIONS FOR ON-SITE DELIVERY TRAINING 
 
 

§439.15.  Testing for Proof of Proficiency. 
 
(a) An individual whose certificate has been expired for one year or longer may not renew the certificate that was 

previously held. 
 
(b) The individual may obtain a new certificate in the discipline which was previously held by passing a commission 

proficiency examination pertaining to the discipline held.[[If performance skills are part of the proficiency examination, 
the individual may be exempted from that portion of the examination by documenting twenty hours of continuing 
education for each year since the expiration of the certificate for a maximum of five years. Individuals taking the exam 
based on the Basic Fire Suppression Curriculum do not have to show proof of medical training. The continuing 
education training must be done within the most recent five years and must be in subjects contained in the basic 
curriculum for the discipline. At least one-half of the continuing education must be hands-on performance skills. The 
training must be conducted as specified in Chapter 441 of this title (relating to Continuing Education).] 

 
(c) An individual or entity may petition the commission for a waiver of the examination required by this section if the 

person’s certificate expired because of the individual or employing entity’s good faith clerical error, or expired as a 
result of termination of the person’s employment where the person has been restored to employment through a 
disciplinary procedure or a court action. All required renewal fees including applicable late fees and all required 
continuing education must be submitted before the waiver request may be considered. 

 
 (1) Applicants claiming good faith clerical error must submit a sworn statement together with any supporting 

documentation that evidences the applicant’s good faith efforts to comply with commission renewal requirements 
and that failure to comply was due to circumstances beyond the control of the applicant. 

 
 (2) Applicants claiming restoration to employment as a result of a disciplinary or court action must submit a certified 

copy of the order restoring the applicant to employment. 
 

§439.17.  Testing for Certification Status. 
 
(a) If an individual who has never held certification in a discipline defined in §421.5 of this title, seeks certification in that 

discipline, the individual shall: 
 
 (1) complete all certification requirements; and 
 
 (2)  complete the examination process pertaining to that discipline. All portions of an examination must be passed 

before the individual is considered to have passed the examination.[ If it has been less than four years since an 
individual passed the performance skills portion of an examination pertaining to a discipline, the individual may be 
exempted from that portion of the examination if the individual can document twenty hours of continuing education 
for each year since the individual last passed the performance skills portion of an examination pertaining to the 
discipline. The continuing education must be in subjects contained in the curriculum for the discipline.  At least 
one-half of the continuing education must be hands-on performance skills. The training must be conducted as 
specified in Chapter 441 of this title (relating to Continuing Education).] 

 
(b) If an individual completes an approved training program that has been evaluated and deemed equivalent to a 

certification curriculum approved by the commission, such as an out-of-state or military training program or a 
training program administered by the State Firemen and Fire Marshals’ Association of Texas, the individual must 
pass a commission examination for certification status and meet any other certification requirements in order to 
become eligible for certification by the commission as fire protection personnel. 
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9. Matters referred from the Fire Fighter Advisory Committee (FFAC), including but not limited to: 
 
 A. Discussion and possible final adoption on proposed amendments, new sections, repeals, and rule 

  reviews as follows: 
 
  5. Proposed amendments to 37 TAC, Chapter 421, Standards for Certification, including, but not  

   limited to §421.5. 
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CHAPTER 421 
 

STANDARDS FOR CERTIFICATION 
 
 
 
§421.5.  DEFINITIONS. 

The following words and terms, when used in this standards manual, shall have the following meanings, unless the 
context clearly indicates otherwise.  

(36)  Reciprocity for IFSAC seals--Valid documentation of accreditation from the International Fire Service 
Accreditation Congress used for TCFP certification [which must be issued from another jurisdiction and which] 
may only be used for obtaining an initial certification.  
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9. Matters referred from the Fire Fighter Advisory Committee (FFAC), including but not limited to: 
 
 A. Discussion and possible final adoption on proposed amendments, new sections, repeals, and rule 

  reviews as follows: 
 
  6. Proposed amendments to 37 TAC, Chapter 435, Fire Fighter Safety, including, but not limited  

   to §435.1. 
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Chapter 435 
 

FIRE FIGHTER SAFETY 
 

 
435.1.  Protective Clothing. 
 
(a) A regulated fire department shall: 

 
(1) purchase, provide, and maintain a complete set of protective clothing for all fire protection personnel who would be 

exposed to hazardous conditions from fire or other emergencies or where the potential for such exposure exists. 
A complete set of protective clothing shall consist of garments including bunker coats, bunker pants, boots, 
gloves, helmets, and protective hoods, worn by fire protection personnel in the course of performing fire-fighting 
operations; 

 
(2) ensure that all protective clothing which are used by fire protection personnel assigned to fire suppression duties 

comply with the minimum standards of the National Fire Protection Association suitable for the tasks the individual 
is expected to perform. The National Fire Protection Association standard applicable to protective clothing is the 
standard in effect at the time the entity contracts for new, rebuilt, or used protective clothing; and 

 
(3) maintain and provide upon request by the commission, a departmental standard operating procedure regarding the 

use, selection, care, and maintenance of protective clothing which complies with NFPA 1851, Standard on 
Selection, Care, and Maintenance of Structural Fire Fighting Protective Ensembles.  

 
A.  Fire departments shall use the advanced inspection requirements found in NFPA 1851 – 2008 Edition 

to evaluate all protective clothing purchased prior to the effective date of the NFPA 1971 – 2007 edition 
(August 17, 2006) to determine retirement.  

 
B.  All personnel protective clothing purchased under NFPA 1971 – 2007 Edition or later will be subject to 

the 10 year retirement provision (5 year outer shell on ARFF gear) stipulated in NFPA 1851 - 2008 
Edition. 
 

(b) An entity may continue to use protective clothing in use or contracted for before a change in the National Fire 
Protection Association standard, unless the commission determines that the protective clothing constitutes an undue 
risk to the wearer, in which case the commission shall order that the use be discontinued and shall set an appropriate 
date for compliance with the revised standard. 

 
(c) It  has been demonstrated that the product identified as BREATHE-TEX®, manufactured by Aldan Engineered 

Coated Fabrics, used as a moisture barrier in some protective clothing, may fail unpredictably and allow moisture to 
pass through the barrier. This product is the subject of recalls by some manufacturers.  Pursuant to the Government 
Code, §419.040(b), the commission has determined that continued use of protective clothing having the moisture 
barrier identified above constitutes an undue risk to the wearer. Therefore, all regulated fire departments shall as of 
January 1, 2002, remove from service all protective clothing containing Breathe-Tex® moisture barriers. 

 
(d) Protective clothing in use or contracted for prior to January 1, 2002, shall be exempted from the record keeping 

requirements contained in Section 2.3, Records, of NFPA 1851. 
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From: DCovington@schertz.com [mailto: DCovington@schertz.com] 
Sent: Thursday, March 27, 2008 1:46 PM 
To: info 
Subject: Comment on 1851 Adoption 
 
I would like to comment on the Commission's proposed adoption of 1851. 
 
I believe that unlike the SCBA standard, the commission adopted 1851 in its entirety, so fiddling with the 
standard is not an option. 
 
However, I sincerely believe that gear built under one set of specifications cannot be expected to pass 
new testing for gear built to a higher standard. PPE should be tested to no greater standard than it was 
built under. If the test for new gear in NFPA 1971 required all the new testing that is now in 1851, then 
any PPE purchased or contracted for after the effective date of August 17, 2006 (effective date of latest 
NFPA 1971) would have to meet all of the testing required in the current 1851. 
 
Likewise, any gear built prior to that will have to meet no more stringent testing than that 1971 standard 
under which it was built. The problem is this. The most recent NFPA 1971 edition prior to the current one 
was adopted way back on February 11, 2000. That's a long time, and a lot of gear. So all of that gear 
would have to comply with the previous (2001) NFPA 1851. 
 
The ONLY way, in my opinion, for the commission to require ALL gear to meet the most current testing as 
outlined in NFPA 1851 (2008) is to declare that it would cause an undue risk to the wearer if they were 
allowed to continue. Given some of the testimony from the advisory board meeting, it will be hard to 
prove that. 
 
I would propose: 
PPE bought under the 2000 edition of NFPA 1971 will comply with the 2001 edition of NFPA 1851 and 
PPE bought under the 2007 edition of NFPA 1971 will comply with the 2008 edition of NFPA 1851. Citing 
research, PPE bought before 2000 will expire after ten years of use (and that's coming up quickly). So in 
less than two years all PPE will have to be compliant with no less than the 2001 edition of 1851. 
 
Now you could go a step further and surmise that gear deteriorates through use and washings. Coming 
up with a maximum number of washings (assuming no less than 2 per year for PPE in service plus as 
needed washings) could give you something to hang your "undue risk to the wearer" premise upon. That 
might ease some of the grief for those who have PPE on the shelf that would "die on the shelf' by time 
they would have to destroy unused PPE. 
 
This would allow somewhat of a phase in to the new standard, without making changes to the standard 
itself, which of course is not allowed. 
 
I don't know how to address the issue that is still there on helmets, etc., but those aren't the high ticket, 
emotional item that bunker gear is. But, be sure that it is going to be hard to sell to the fire chiefs that a 
helmet is an "undue risk to the wearer" because it is ten years old but has only been worn a dozen times 
and mayor may not have ever been in a fire. 
 
Hope this helps provide some compromise that protects the firefighters while at the same time does not 
ruin the fire departments. 
 
David A. Covington 
Schertz Fire Rescue, Chief 
Office (210)619-13 II 
Mobile: (210)488-4230 
www.Schertz.com/fire 
 

39



 
From:  Mark Roughton 
Sent:  Wednesday, April 02,2008 2:38 PM 
To:  Gary Warren 
Subject:  FW: Standard 1851 
 
 
From: Corby Alexander [mailto:bonhamcitymanager@cableone.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 02, 2008 9:28 AM 
To: info 
Subject: Standard 1851 
 
Mr. Gary L. Warren, Sr. 
Texas Commission on Fire Protection 
 
I'm writing on behalf of the City of Bonham regarding the proposed amendment to the Texas Administrative Code that 
would adopt Standard 1851. As I understand the requirements of this proposed amendment, there would be a tremendous burden 
on fire departments and municipalities across the state. I have been in local government for a number of year, and cities are 
constantly being asked to more with fewer and fewer resources. This particular rule would require a drastic increase in the cost to 
operate our local fire department. An increased cost that I do not have a way to finance. Please, consider smaller departments with 
smaller budgets. 
 
 
Corby D. Alexander 
City Manager, City of Bonham 
301 E. Fifth Street 
Bonham, Texas 75418 
phone: 903-583-7555 
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CITY OF WACO 
Fire Department 
John D. Johnston 
Fire Chief 
1016 Columbus Ave. 
Waco, Texas 76701 
254/750-1740 
Fax 254/750-1769 
 
 
May 1, 2008 
 
Subject: NFP A 1851 
 
Over the past several months, we have been examining the current edition of NFP A 1851. 
As you are aware, there are some aspects of this document that deal with testing 
procedures found in Chapter 12, which come directly from the manufactures. The testing 
procedures are subjective and unfair in the evaluation of the elements. 
 
12.1 Light Evaluation of Liners 
This evaluation is subjective. As stated in 12.1.5.2, "Brighter areas could be an indication 
of insulating material shifting or migrating, resulting in a thin or bare spot." Stated further 
in 12.1.5.3, "To further evaluate a suspected area of shifting or migration, an advanced 
inspection shall be performed. 
 
Listed in 6.3.5, "The advanced inspection shall include, as a minimum, 6.3.5.1 through 
6.3.5.7 and for garment elements only the testing specified in Section 12.1 (Light 
Evaluation of Liners) and 12.2 (Leakage Evaluation)." 
 
12.2 Leakage Evaluation 
This evaluation, also know as the "puddle test" has several inconsistencies. First, the 
manufacture suggest that the element be subjected to a mixture of 1 part of 70% 
isopropanol alcohol with 6 parts of tap water as listed in 12.2.3.1. 
 
The manufacture suggests that the alcohol decreases the surface area of the water 
providing for a more consistent test. The question arises of why would a department want 
to subject their front line gear to a mixture that we should not come into contact with in 
the field. 
 
Additionally, the manufacturer suggests that following the leakage evaluation procedure; 
the element shall be cleaned and allowed to completely dry to remove all traces of the 
alcohol-tap water mixture. This is just another way to degrade the liner and reduce the 
service life of the element. 
 
12.3 Water Penetration Barrier Evaluation 
Of the three testing procedures, this one is the worst. A department is taking a garment 
that has been used in the field and subjecting it to a pressure test. This type of test is 
performed in- house by the manufacturer as part of NFPA 1971. 
 
Section 12.3 (Water Penetration Barrier Evaluation) is not even considered in the testing 
of the garment elements for advanced inspections until discovered in Annex A 6.3.5.1 
(4). To be considered a true test, the outer shell should be included as part of the element 
to be tested since it is a part of the protective ensemble. 
 
It may seem irrelevant, but after working many years in the Suppression Division, I 
cannot identify any fire in which hydrostatic pressure of this nature was applied to a 
garment. By the manufactures own admission, a new garment that has not been put into 
service may not pass this procedure. 
 
It has been indicated that some of the manufactures new gear that is fresh off the shelf 
has failed the proposed future pressure testing before it has even been placed into service 
by any firefighters. This shows me that the proposed pressure testing is faulty. Also, 
gear that must be shipped for testing will force departments to purchase a second set of 
gear. We cannot afford this, especially with the other challenges in our budget such as 
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fuel. 
 
I feel that the fire departments in Texas have very capable people who can inspect their 
own gear whether it be gloves, helmets, boots, or bunker gear. I think it is totally 
ridiculous to be forced to pay a company to train our personnel to visually inspect a 
helmet or gloves. 
 
Furthermore, I strongly oppose the adoption of the entire NFP A 1851 standard as part of 
. our state standards. I feel this is an unfair financial burden for Texas cities. I feel this 
will cause departments to make tough financial decisions by reducing staff or burden 
departments in other financial areas. 
 
In conclusion, there are not any facts that indicate that firefighters have lost their lives 
due to ensemble element failures. Manufactures will indicate otherwise but have no 
evidence of it. Rather loss of life has been attributed to poor decision making by the 
individual or by the organization. If garments were failing which resulted in injuries and 
deaths to firefighters then I would be in full support but this is not the case. 
 
 
John D. Johnston, Chief 
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Woodway 
Public Safety 'Department 
920 ESTATES DR. WOODWA Y. TEXAS 76712 254/772-4470 FAX 254/772-9219 
 
May 2, 2008 
 
 
Texas Commission on Fire Protection 
ATTN: Jake Soteriou, Standards Division Director 
PO Box 2286 
Austin, TX 78768-2286 
 
RE: NFPA 1851 
 
Dear Mr. Soteriou, 
 
The purpose of this letter is to provide our opinion on NFPA 1851. We urge the fire commission 
to review NFPA 1851 and initiate a plan of action that will address the issues faced by small 
departments. The plan should reduce or eliminate expensive mandates or provide funding to assist 
small departments in compliance. 
 
We are requesting that NFPA 1851 be modified for the following reasons: 
 
*Places an unfounded and undue financial burden on our department. 
 
*Departments should not be required to be trained by each equipment company. 
 
*Fire gear should be replaced as it fails, not within a mandatory 10-year expiration. 
 
Firefighter safety is a priority for the City of Woodway. Fire gear is routinely inspected and 
damaged clothing is either repaired by a qualified service company or discarded. Discarding new 
bunker gear simply because it is 10 years old is wasteful and expensive to cities and taxpayers. I 
was in attendance at the March 2008 committee meeting to show my department's opposition and 
will attend any future meetings. 
 
It's been suggested that this standard adoption is nothing less than an attempt by equipment 
companies and manufacturers to increase profits by forcing this legislation. If safety is the 
primary motivating force, emergency vehicle driving and physical fitness standards should be as 
stringent. Both cause more deaths than bunker gear failure. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Justin Zang 
Fire Marshal 
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Hewitt Fire Department 
P.O. Box 610 
Hewitt, Texas 76643 
Office: 254-666-0460 Fax: 254-666-6099 
 
 
May 5, 2008 
 
 
Texas Commission on Fire Protection 
P.O. Box 2268 
Austin, Texas 78768-2286 
 
Attn: Jake Soteriou, Standards Division Director 
 
Subject: Opposed to the new NFP A 1851 Standards on retirement and testing. 
 
10.1 Retirement - mandatory after 10 years. 
12.1 Light evaluation ofliners - open and restitch. 
12.2 Leakage - use of alcohol 
12.3 Water penetration barrier evaluation - by pressure 
 
I am Fire Chief of a small combination department with 10 paid and 12 volunteers in the City of Hewitt in 
central Texas. I operate on an already stressed budget as most other fire departments do. I believe in and 
promote firefighter safety. I filiI to see where the above mentioned new 1851 standards promote 
firefighter safety. After reviewing the new standards and speaking with numerous Fire chiefs and PPE 
Compliance Officers with other departments in Texas I believe that these new standards are not for 
firefighter safety but are manufacturer driven for profit. I have not read a single report or notice 
concerning a Line of Duty Death of a firefighter where the cause was determined as failure of protective 
clothing. Protective clothing does not kill or injure firefighters. Firefighters are killed due to poor 
decision-making, freelancing, and violations of Standard Operating Procedures. 
 
It is my belief that due to the new 1851 standards the National Fire protection Association, manufacturers 
of protective clothing ensembles and lawmakers will compromise fire protection to cities and rural 
communities. The current and future cost of protective clothing and the cost of the advanced testing will 
cause a serious negative impact on staffing and stress budgets even more. It may even cause some 
volunteer fire departments to close their doors. It appears to me that the NFP A, manufacturers and 
lawmakers prefer profit over realistic firefighter safety concerns and the citizens we serve. 
Sincerely, 
 
Glen Arthur 
Fire Chief 
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Gary Warren 
 
From: Grammer, Danny [DGrammer@cLgarland.tx.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 06, 2008 1:46 PM 
To: Kelley Stalder; Juan Adame; David Abernathy; les Bunte; Elroy Carson; Chris Connealy; 
jody.gonzalez@tcfp.state.tx.us; Yusuf Farran; Jane 
Cc: Gary Warren; Miles (Skip) Skipper 
Subject: NFPA 1851 
 
I believe that the period for public comment is closed on the NFPA 1851 issue, but I hope you consider this writing also.  I came 
and spoke at the March Advisory meeting on the subject, but as usual, I probably didn't say what I intended. 
 
The 1851 issue is solely predicated on Senate Bill 382 (2001) which was codified as 419.040-047 in the Texas 
Government Code. 
 
419.040 states 
"419.040. Protective Clothing 
(a) A fire department shall purchase, provide, and maintain a complete ensemble of appropriate 
protective clothing for each of its fire protection personnel who would be exposed to hazardous conditions 
from fire or other emergencies or where the potential for such exposure exists. 
(b) The protective clothing shall be suitable for the task that the individual is expected to perform and 
must comply with the minimum standards of the National Fire Protection Association or its successor. 
(c) The fire department shall develop and maintain a standard operating procedure covering the 
proper use, selection, care, and maintenance of all of its protective clothing." 
 
419.043 states 
"419.043. Applicable National Fire Protection Association Standard 
The National Fire Protection Association standard applicable to protective clothing, self-contained 
breathing apparatus, or personal alert safety systems is the standard in effect when a fire-fighting agency 
contracts to purchase the item. The agency may continue to use an item that was in use or contracted 
for before a change in a standard unless the commission determines that the continued use constitutes 
an undue risk to the wearer, in which case the commission shall order the use be discontinued and shall 
set an appropriate date for compliance with the revised standard." 
 
419.047 states 
"419.047. Commission Enforcement 
The commission shall enforce Sections 419.040,419.041,419.042,419.043,419.044,419.045, and 
419.046. The commission may adopt minimum standards consistent with those sections for protective 
clothing, self-contained breathing apparatus, personal alert safety systems, incident management 
systems, personnel accountability systems, fire protection personnel operating at emergency incidents, 
and applicable National Fire Association standards for fire protection personnel." 
 
These three paragraphs of verbiage is the totality of the law requiring the State of Texas to comply with NFPA 1851. 
 
The last one 419.047 simple requires the Fire Commission to enforce the requirements. Therefore, all requirements that the Fire 
Commission must act on are contained in 419.040 or 419.043. Clearly, any protective gear purchased after June 2007 will have to 
comply with all requirements of NFPA 1851, whether we like it or not. 
 
The question is concerning that gear that we already have. Specifically, does the gear bought before June 2007 fall under the 
requirements of 1851-2008? 419.043 CLEARLY indicates that protective gear purchased before June 2007 is NOT under the 
auspices of the new 1851. This means the older gear is not under the ten year rule or the testing and cleaning requirements of the 
new 1851. The older gear is under the requirements of the 1851 standard in place when the gear was bought. Only gear bought 
after June 2007 are under the 1851 2008 edition. 
 
Secondly, I have been told that "reserve" gear is required to follow the new cleaning and testing requirements of 18512008.  In 
419.040b it states that "The protective clothing shall be suitable for the task that the individual is expected to  perform and must 
comply with the minimum standards of the National Fire Protection Association or its successor." The critical word in this verbiage 
is "individual," (The protective clothing shall be suitable for the task that the INDIVIDUAL is expected to perform.)" This means the 
Department has to provide protective gear for the INDIVIDUAL, depending of the type job he/she is doing. This verbiage is ONLY 
talking about the protective gear that we HAVE to buy for the individual firefighters, not extra gear that we may happen to have. We 
are not even required to have extra gear. How can this verbiage require us to clean something that we don't even have to have? If 
the commission's decision is that J have to test and clean gear hanging in a warehouse, I will throw every bit of it away. The way the 
requirement should be is that prior to gear being used by firefighters for active duty, it has to meet the testing and cleaning portions 
of the 1851 standard that was in place when the gear was purchased. 
 
 
To summarize, the Texas law says that gear purchased before June 2007 is under the 1851 cleaning and testing 
standards in place at the time the gear was purchased. The Texas law, in no place, suggests that reserve gear is subject to the 
cleaning or testing standards as active gear is. The law only regulates active gear. 
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CITY OF LACY-LAKEVIEW 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 
P.O. Box 154549 • Waco, Texas 76715-4549 
503 East Craven • Waco, TX 76705 

DENNIS A. STAPLETON 
Chief of Police & Fire Services 
(254) 799-2479 
FAX (254) 799-8790 
 
May 06, 2008 
 
Texas Commission on Fire Protection 
PO Box 2286, Austin, TX 78768-2286. 
ATTN: Jake Soteriou, Standards Division Director 
 
RE: NFPA 1851 
 
Dear Mr. Soteriou, 
 
The purpose of this letter is to provide my opinion on the new rule regarding NFP A 1851. Lacy 
Lakeview is a combination department for a small and relatively poor community. Our 
department is staffed with a paid Police/Fire Chief, paid Fire Marshal and fifteen (15) volunteers. 
We purchased our bunker gear in 2000. Our PPE is inspected annually, and we take the 
condition of our PPE seriously. 
 
I was one of the attendees at the March committee meeting. I listened intently to the comments 
made by the Commission, and the fire department representatives who spoke. I have also 
completed the NFP A 1851 course provided by TEEX. It is my understanding that the 
Commission would like for opinion letters such as this to address our concerns. I would also like 
to comment on the statement posted on the Commission web page: 
 
In a nutshell, the proposed rule would exempt protective clothing purchased under the 
NFP A 1971 standard prior to the 2007 edition from the tenltive year retirement mandate 
of NFP A 1851. The issue at hand is not whether or not the commission will enforce 
NFP A 1851, but rather, what steps it may take to ease the financial impact on Texas fire 
departments. 
 
Our PPE met the NFP A standard set forth at that time it was manufactured. Our inspection 
process, up to this point, has followed the standard of that time. This gear will not pass the 2007 
standard because it was not manufactured to meet the new standard. Why does nobody 
recognize this fact? At the March meeting, a fire department representative reported that their 
gear was a couple of years old, and it did not pass the pressure test. Surely, the Commission 
does not want every paid fire department in the state to have to purchase new gear. Obviously 
this is a huge financial burden, and in our case, completely unattainable; unless we obtain grants. 
I also recognize that when I do have to purchase new bunker gear, it will have to meet the new 
standard. Although, from the information I am receiving from the manufacturer, I will need to 
purchase another set of gear while the first set is at the ISP. Both sets of gear will have to pass 
this test, and for ten years. This will clearly be a financial burden on our budget. 
 
We have conducted the annual inspection of our gear this year, excluding the pressure test. We 
are unable to afford the pressure test, and we do not have another set of gear available during the 
ISP process. We did purchase a used front load washing machine to confom1 to the new 
standard. We could not afford a new washing machine or an extractor machine. It would seem 
that a majority of the fire departments are in this same situation. 
 
The other inspection items such as the helmet, boots, gloves and hoods will also cause a financial 
hardship. As a responsible Fire Chief, I should be capable of ensuring that if one of these items 
that does not meet the standard that they will be replaced. This is addressed in our written 
policy. Again, placing a ten-year life upon items such as helmets will be expensive. Our 
volunteers conducted a two-year fund raising event to purchase the traditional helmets. We 
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ordered these helmets in early 2007, but they were manufactured in 2005. We have lost two 
years of life of an expensive helmet even before they were issued. That does not even address 
the spare helmets on the shelf not being used. We have discussed this issue of date of 
manufacture with our PPE providers, and they are not comf0l1able with insuring that date of 
manufacturer and date of delivery are close. Most fire departments maintain a supply of PPE in 
a stock room ready to be issued for newly hired persons or volunteers. With the new rule, this 
practice cannot be followed, and right now it takes weeks to obtain new PPE. Thus, a perfectly 
capable fire fighter cannot respond to calls. The only other response we would have is to 
maintain a supply of PPE and know that this new gear can only be used for a short period of 
time. 
 
Fire departments, such as ours, typically only respond to less than five (5) structure fires per 
year. In our situation, the fire chief and fire marshal do not enter a structure fire until after the 
fire is extinguished. Our gear rarely even gets dirty, but we do comply with the washing 
requirements. Compare our situation to a department where the fire fighter responds to fire calls 
on a daily basis. Their gear will receive more opportunities to be damaged and exposure to more 
products of combustion. Their gear may need a time limit, but ifit passes the tests (excluding 
the pressure test) it meets the NFPA standard of the PPE when it was manufactured. 
 
I respectively request that the fire commission review the NFP A 1851 standard and initiate a 
plan of action to will address the issues faced by the less active and less fortunate departments. 
Budgets are tight for everyone, and this new rule will place a major burden on a department such 
as Lacy Lakeview. If you have any questions, you may contact me at 254-799-2479 or 
dennis stapleton@lacv-lakeview.org. 
 
 
Dennis A. Stapleton 
Chief of Police and Fire Services 
das/jk 
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Bellmead Fire Department 
700 Kane St. • Bellmead. TX 76705 

Phone: 254-799-9922 
Fax: 254-412-7546 

Fire Chief.James L Karl 
Direct 254-412-7540 

 
May 8, 2008 
 
 
Texas Commission on Fire Protection 
PO Box 2286, Austin, TX 78768-2286. 
ATIN: Jake Soteriou, Standards Division Director 
 
 
RE: NFPA 1851 
 
Dear Mr. Soteriou, 
 
The purpose of this letter is to provide my opinion on the new rule regarding NFPA 1851. 
Bellmead is a combination department for a small and relatively poor community. Our 
department is staffed with 8-paid on-duty firefighters, 1-Fire Chief, 1-Fire Marshal and 
twelve (12) volunteers. We were one of the fortunate departments that received an AFG 
grant in 2004. We replaced ALL of our Turnout Gear for Paid as well as Volunteers along 
with New SCBA. I am of the opinion that we shouldn't discriminate against whether you 
are paid or Volunteer when it comes to the protection of our personnel. Our PPE is 
inspected annually, and we take the condition of our PPE seriously. It has come to our 
attention that if you were awarded a FEMA AF9 Grant for equipment and you purchased 
the gear with FEMA funds that your Volunteer firefighters also fall under the ten/five NFPA 
1851 rules. 
 
I was one of the attendees at the March committee meeting. I listened intently to the 
comments made by the Commission, and the fire department representatives who spoke. 
I have also completed the NFPA 1851 course provided by TEEX. We now have two 
firefighters that are certified by the gear manufacture to do our inspections. It is my 
understanding that the Commission would like for opinion letters such as this to address 
our concerns. I would also like to comment on the statement posted on the Commission 
web page: 
 
In a nutshell, the proposed rule would exempt protective clothing purchased under 
the NFPA 1971 standard prior to the 2007 edition from the ten/five year retirement 
mandate of NFPA 1851. The issue at hand is not whether or not the commission 
will enforce NFPA 1851, but rather, what steps it may take to ease the financial 
impact on Texas fire departments. 
 
Our PPE met the NFPA standard set forth at that time it was manufactured. Our 
inspection process, up to this point, has followed the standard of that time. This gear will 
not pass the 2007 standard because it was not manufactured to meet the new standard. 
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 Page 2           May 8, 2008 
 
 
Why does nobody recognize this fact? At the March meeting, a fire department 
representative reported that their gear was a couple of years old, and it did not pass the 
pressure test. Surely, the Commission does not want every paid fire department in the 
state to have to purchase new gear. Obviously this is a huge financial burden, and in our 
case, completely unattainable, unless we obtain grants. I also recognize that when I do 
have to purchase new bunker gear, it will have to meet the new standard. Although, from 
the information I am receiving from the manufacturer, I will need to purchase another set of 
gear while the first set is at the ISP. Both sets of gear will have to pass this test, and for 
ten years. This will clearly be a financial burden on our budget. Speaking of Grants at the 
March Committee meeting I asked the Committee if the equipment (Extractor, Hydrostatic 
Tester, and Sewing Machine) was an eligible expense to ask for on a Grant request to the 
Funds Allocation Committee. My answer was "YES" by the chairman. I submitted a grant 
request and was turned down because these items didn't meet the committee's priorities. 
 
We have conducted the annual inspection of our gear this year, excluding the pressure 
test. We are unable to afford the pressure test, and we do not have another set of gear 
available during the ISP process. We could not afford a new washing machine or an 
extractor machine. It would seem that a majority of the fire departments are in this same 
situation. This is a tactic by the Manufactures to get rich. After attending the commission 
hearing meeting in March and hearing all of the departments that submitted gear to the 
manufactures and to hear all of the ones that were turn down on their gear inspections is 
outrageous. "This has got to stop;" we cannot afford to expect to send our gear off to a 
manufactory that makes new gear and to expect ALL of them to pass inspection. That's 
like putting the Fox in charge of guarding the Hen house. 
 
The other inspection items such as the helmet, boots, gloves and hoods will also cause a 
financial hardship. As a responsible Fire Chief, I should be capable of ensuring that if one 
of these items that does not meet the standard that they will be replaced. This is 
addressed in our written policy. Again, placing a ten-year life upon items such as helmets 
will be expensive. The helmets on the shelf in reserve were manufactured in 2005. We 
have already lost three years of service before we half to retire them.  "They are new 
never been out of the box." Destroying perfectly good helmets in the public's eyes is not 
a good use of our tax dollars. We have discussed this issue of date of manufacture with 
our PPE providers, and they are not comfortable with insuring that date of manufacturer 
and date of delivery are close. Most fire departments maintain a supply of PPE in a stock 
room ready to be issued for newly hired persons or volunteers. With the new rule, this 
practice cannot be followed, and right now it takes weeks to obtain new PPE. Thus, a 
perfectly capable fire fighter cannot respond to calls. The only other response we would 
have is to maintain a supply of PPE and know that this new gear can only be used for a 
short period of time. 
 
Compare our situation to a department where the fire fighter responds to fire calls on a 
daily basis. Their gear will receive more opportunities to be damaged and exposure to 
more products of combustion. Their gear may need a time limit, but if it passes the tests 
(excluding the pressure test) it meets the NFPA standard of the PPE when it was 
manufactured. 
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 Page 3           May 8, 2008 
 
 
I respectively request that the fire commission review the NFPA 1851 standard and initiate 
a plan of action to will address the issues faced by the less active and less fortunate 
departments. Budgets are tight for everyone, and this new rule will place a major burden 
on a department such as Bellmead. 
 
James Karl 
Fire Chief City of Bellmead 
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ELK VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 
9297 ELK RD  

AXTELL, TEXAS 76624 
www.elkvfd.homestead.com 

"Serving and Protecting the Elk Community"  

May 8, 2008  

 
Texas Commission on Fire Protection 
P.O. Box 2268  
Austin, Texas 78768-2286  

Attn: Jake Soteriou, Standards Division Director  

Subject: Opposed to the new NFPA 1851 Standards on retirement and testing.  

10.1 Retirement - mandatory after 10 years.  
12.1 Light evaluation of liners - open and re-stitch. 
12.2 Leakage - use of alcohol  
12.3 Water penetration barrier evaluation - by pressure  

I am the Fire Chief of a small volunteer department with a total 10 volunteers in the rural farming community of 
Elk, McLennan County, Texas. My department operates on an already stressed budget of less than $7,000.00 annually 
which is primarily from local donations. Most volunteer fire departments in the State have similar budget constraints. My 
department and I believe in and promote firefighter safety; I believe and enforce the practice of "everyone goes home 
after the incident." I fail to see where the above mentioned, new NFPA 1851 standards, promote firefighter safety. After 
reviewing the new standards and speaking with numerous Fire chiefs (both career and volunteer) and other fire 
professionals in Texas, I believe that these new standards are not for firefighter safety. The new standards are only 
"manufacturers driven for profit". I have not read a single report or notice concerning a Line of Duty Death of a 
firefighter where the cause was determined as a "failure of protective clothing". Protective clothing does not kill or injure 
firefighters. Firefighters, world wide, are killed due to poor decision-making, freelancing, and violations of Standard 
Operating Procedures, not from "defective protective clothing" In addition, most all of the PPE my department has now 
has been "handed down" from other departments and still meets the integrity as designed for use and firefighter safety. 
We check our gear before and after each use and take the damaged PPE out of service. I know there are thousands of 
volunteer firefighters in this State that are in the same situation.  

It is my belief that due to the new 1851 standards of the National Fire Protection Association, manufacturers of 
protective clothing ensembles and lawmakers will compromise fire protection to cities and rural communities and cause 
unwarranted financial burden. The current and future cost of protective clothing as well as the cost of the advanced 
testing will cause a serious negative impact on staffing and stress budgets even more. This may even cause some 
volunteer fire departments to close their doors. Our department, as well as most others both paid and volunteer, would 
not be able to absorb the cost to replace all bunker gear at one time. It appears to me that the NFPA, manufacturers 
and lawmakers are preferring profit over realistic firefighter safety concerns and the citizens we serve. When new 
standards are considered please remember ALL of the fire service not just the CAREER departments that have a more 
adequate funding base and more purchasing flexibility.  

 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Mary Leathers 
Elk Fire Chief 
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From:  John (Jake) Soteriou 
Sent:  Wednesday, June 04, 2008 11:45 AM 
To:  Gary Warren; Deborah Cowan 
Subject: FW: NFPA 1851 comment 
 
FYI 
 
Jake Soteriou 
Director – Standards & Certification 
office – (512) 936-3820 
fax – (512) 936-3808 
               
From:  TTFD-Simms, Harry [mailto:Simms@txkusa.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 04, 2008 11:13 AM 
To: Jim Reidy (jreidy@satx.rr.com) 
Cc: John (Jake) Soteriour; Lenny Perez (lenperez@cob.us) 
Subject: NFPA 1851 comment 

Jim,  

I will be unable to attend the Firefighter Advisory Committee meeting Friday. Please consider the following as official 
comment on the adoption of NFPA 1851.  

The issues and problems with implementation of NFPA 1851 are well documented in other comments and in previous 
public testimony. Rather than re-stating all of those, I will simply recommend two courses of action.  

1. As suggested in another comment, apply the new edition of NFPA 1851 to PPE purchased under NFPA 1971, 
2007 edition. Allow PPE purchased under prior editions of NFPA 1971 to be subject to the requirements of NFPA 
1971, 2001 edition.  

2. Postpone the implementation of the new edition of NFPA 1851 to April 2009 or later. There are still manufacturers 
who do not have a program to validate our personnel to perform inspections. Our coat and pant manufacturer has 
a program, but has not provided the training yet. (It will probably be available in July.) Our helmet manufacturer 
has a program in the works, but has not made it available yet. The hood, boot, and glove manufacturers do not yet 
know how they are going to address the standard. My point is that the fire service is not yet ready to implement 
1851. Until the required training and validation is available, it is not reasonable to implement the standard. Also, 
most cities are on an October-September budget schedule. Departments are now aware of the standard and can 
budget in this budget cycle for 1851 related expenses. The proposed April date is 6 months into the budget cycle, 
allowing time for the funds to be available and programs implemented.  

Please consider these comments as your committee and the Commission debate NFPA 1851 implementation.  

 
Harry Simms, Fire Chief 
Texarkana Fire Department 
3124 Texas Blvd. 
Texarkana, TX  75503 
(903) 798-3994 
simms@txkusa.org 
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9. Matters referred from the Fire Fighter Advisory Committee (FFAC), including but not limited to: 
 
 B. Discussion and possible action on proposed amendments, new sections, repeals, and rule  

  reviews as follows: 
 
  Proposed amendments to 37 TAC, Chapter 425, Fire Service Instructors, including, but not limited  

  to §§425.3, 425.5, 425.7, and 425.11. 
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Chapter 425 
 

Fire Service Instructors 
 
 
 
§425.3.  Minimum Standards for Fire Service Instructor I Certification. 
 

(a)  In order to become certified as a Fire Service Instructor I an individual must:  
 

(1)  have a minimum of three years of experience (as defined in §421.5(43) of this title) in fire protection in one or 
more or any combination of the following:  
 
(A) a paid, volunteer, or regulated non-governmental fire department; or  
 
 (B) a department of a state agency, education institution or political subdivision providing fire protection training 

and related responsibilities; and  
 

(2)(i)  possess valid documentation of accreditation from the International Fire Service Accreditation Congress 
(IFSAC) as a Fire Instructor I or II or III; or  

 
(3)(ii) have completed the appropriate curriculum for Fire Service Instructor I contained in Chapter 8 of the 

Commission's Certification Curriculum Manual, or meet the equivalence as specified in §425.1(d) of this title; 
and  

 
(4)(iii) successfully pass the applicable Commission examination as specified in Chapter 439 of this title; and  
 
(5)(2) have completed the field examiner orientation course as specified in Chapter 439 of this title.  
 

(b)  In order to qualify for the Fire Service Instructor I examination the individual must meet the years of experience and 
training requirements as outlined in this section. 
 
§425.5.  Minimum Standards for Fire Service Instructor II Certification. 
 

(a)  In order to become certified as a Fire Service Instructor II, an individual must:  
 
(1)  hold as a prerequisite a Fire Instructor I certification as defined in §425.3 of this title; and  
 
 (2) have a minimum of three years of experience (as defined in §421.5(43) of this title) in fire protection in one or 

more or any combination of the following:  
 

(A) a paid, volunteer, or regulated non-governmental fire department; or  
 
(B)  a department of a state agency, education institution or political subdivision providing fire protection training 

and related responsibilities; and  
 

(3)[(i)] possess valid documentation of accreditation from the International Fire Service Accreditation Congress (IFSAC) 
as a Fire Instructor II, or III; or  

 
(4)[(ii)] have completed the appropriate curriculum for Fire Service Instructor II contained in Chapter 8 of the 

Commission's Certification Curriculum Manual, or meet the equivalence as specified in §425.1(d) of this title; and  
 
(5)[(iii)]  successfully pass the applicable Commission examination as specified in Chapter 439 of this title.  

 
(b)  In order to qualify for the Fire Service Instructor II examination the individual must meet the years of experience and 

training requirements as outlined in this section. 
 
 
§425.7. Minimum Standards for Fire Service Instructor III Certification. 
 

(a) In order to become certified as a Fire Service Instructor III an individual must:  
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(1)  hold as a prerequisite, a Fire Instructor II Certification as defined in §425.5 of this title; and  
 
(2)  have a minimum of three years of experience (as defined in §421.5(43) of this title) in fire protection in one or 

more or any combination of the following:  
 

(A)  a paid, volunteer, or regulated non-governmental fire department; or  
 
 (B) a department of a state agency, education institution or political subdivision providing fire protection training 

and related responsibilities; and  
 
(3)[(i)]  possess valid documentation of accreditation from the International Fire Service Accreditation Congress 

(IFSAC) as a Fire Instructor III; or  
 
(4)[(ii)] have completed the appropriate curriculum for Fire Service Instructor III contained in Chapter 8 of the 

Commission's Certification Curriculum Manual, or meet the equivalence as specified in §425.1(d) of this title; and  
 
(5)[(iii)]  successfully pass the applicable Commission examination as specified in Chapter 439 of this title; and 

either  
 

(A)[(I)]  hold as a prerequisite an advanced structural fire protection personnel certification, an advanced aircraft 
fire protection personnel certification, advanced marine fire protection personnel certification, advanced 
inspector certification, advanced fire investigator, or advanced arson investigator certification; or  

 
(B)[(II)]  have 60 college hours from a regionally accredited educational institution; or  
 
(C)[(III)] hold an associate's degree from a regionally accredited educational institution.  
 

(b) In order to qualify for the Fire Service Instructor III examination, the individual must meet the years of experience and 
training requirements as outline in this section. 

 
§425.11.  International Fire Service Accreditation Congress Seal. 
 

(a)  Individuals who held an equivalent Instructor I certification prior to March 1, 2006 or individuals completing a 
Commission-approved Fire Service Instructor I training program and passing the applicable state examination after 
the effective date of this chapter, may be granted an IFSAC seal for Instructor I by making application to the 
Commission and paying the applicable fee.  

 
(b)  Individuals who held an equivalent Instructor II certification prior to March 1, 2006 or individuals holding an 

IFSAC Instructor I certification, completing a Commission-approved Fire Service Instructor II training program, and 
passing the applicable state examination after the effective date of this chapter, may be granted an IFSAC seal for 
Instructor II by making application to the Commission and paying the applicable fee.  

 
(c)  Individuals who held an equivalent Instructor III certification prior to March 1, 2006 or individuals holding an 

IFSAC Instructor II certification, completing a Commission-approved Fire Service Instructor III training program, and 
passing the applicable state examination after the effective date of this chapter, may be granted an IFSAC seal for 
Instructor III by making application to the Commission and paying the applicable fee. 
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9. Matters referred from the Fire Fighter Advisory Committee (FFAC), including but not limited to: 
 
 C. Discussion and possible action on recommendations from the Curriculum and Testing   

  Committee. 
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Fire Instructor I 
Performance Standards 

 

Reprinted with permission from NFPA 1041, Standard for Fire Service Instructor Professional Qualifications, Copyright ©2007, National Fire 
Protection Association, Quincy, MA 02169. This reprinted material is not the complete and official position of the National Fire Protection 
Association on the referenced subject which is represented only by the standard in its entirety. 

 
 

 TEST RETEST  

Evaluation and Testing-Skill Number 1-13 PASS FAIL PASS FAIL
Provide evaluation feedback to students, given evaluation data, 
so that the feedback is timely, specific enough for the student to 
make efforts to modify behavior, objective, clear, and relevant; 
include suggestions based on the data.  (801-4.5.5) 

    

The candidate: S U S U 
a) Provided student feedback based upon testing/evaluation 

results.     

b) Provided feedback and coaching that is specific to each 
student.     

c) Provided feedback that is timely and objective.     
d) Provided feedback that is clear and relevant.     
e) Included suggestions to improve future performance.     
f) Maintained security of test results and privacy of individual 

feedback.     

 
 

 TEST RETEST  

Program Management-Skill Number 1-14 PASS FAIL PASS FAIL
Prepare training records and report forms, given policies and 
procedures and forms, so that required reports are accurately 
completed and submitted in accordance with the procedures.  
(801-4.2.3) 

    

The candidate: S U S U 
a) Completed the roster with date, location, instructor, topic and 

student name.     

b) Established documentation of attendance.     
c) Completed records in a clear and concise manner.     
d) Updated each student’s individual training record.     
e) Submitted records and reports according to training policies 

and procedures.     
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON FIRE PROTECTION 
Fire Instructor I 

Performance Standards 
 

Reprinted with permission from NFPA 1041, Standard for Fire Service Instructor Professional Qualifications, Copyright ©2007, National Fire 
Protection Association, Quincy, MA 02169. This reprinted material is not the complete and official position of the National Fire Protection 
Association on the referenced subject which is represented only by the standard in its entirety. 
 
FIRE INSTRUCTOR I SKILLS 1-1 TO 1-14 EFFECTIVE JUNE 1, 2008 
 PAGE 9 

 
Examiner/Candidate Comments: 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
All steps of the skill objective are mandatory and must be scored as 
“Satisfactory” to pass the skill. 
 
_________________________ 
Examiner 

_____________
Date 

Overall Skill Sheet Score 
 
Pass         Fail    

_________________________ 
Re-Test Examiner 

_____________
Date 

Overall Skill Sheet Re-Test Score 
 
Pass         Fail    
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STRUCTURE FIRE SUPPRESSION 
Performance Standards 

 
SELF-CONTAINED BREATHING APPARATUS #8 

Donning SCBA using the 
SEAT MOUNTED METHOD 

 
 
PERFORMANCE STANDARD  Section 120-6.00 
 
NFPA 1001 5.3.1, NFPA 472 5.4.3 Firefighter I 
 
OBJECTIVE 
With SCBA in a storage position, the firefighter trainee shall don the breathing 
apparatus using the Seat Mounted Method.  The trainee will accomplish the skill in 1 
minute or less. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS - procedures for achieving the objective 
While wearing full firefighter protective clothing, you will demonstrate the procedure for 
donning the Self Contained Breathing Apparatus using the Seat Mounted Method.  You 
shall verbalize the steps printed in either italics or bold italics.  You will complete this 
skill in 1 minute or less.  You will begin and end the skill with the protective ensemble 
properly donned, no skin exposed and collar fastened. You will begin on my instruction 
to start.  Time will stop when all identified steps have been accomplished and you put 
your hands in the air and signal that you are finished with this skill.  Do you understand 
these instructions? 
 
EXAMINERS NOTE 
Time will stop when all equipment is donned and the trainee signals completion of the 
skill.  The firefighter trainee will not be allowed to review the performance steps at the 
time of testing. 
 
PREPARATION & EQUIPMENT 
Apparatus with SCBA seat mounting 
Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus unit 
 
As required by the Texas Commission on Fire Protection and NFPA 1001, the firefighter 
trainee shall begin and end the skill wearing "FULL PROTECTIVE CLOTHING FOR 
STRUCTURAL FIREFIGHTERS" to include helmet, coat, boots, hood, trousers, and 
gloves. 
 

“The Firefighter I should already be wearing full protective clothing prior to the 
beginning of this SCBA donning procedure. In addition to fully donning and activating 
the SCBA, the Firefighter I should also replace any personal protective clothing (i.e., 
gloves, protective hood, helmet, etc.) displaced during the donning procedure and 
activate the PASS device within the specified 1 minute time limit.” (NFPA 1001, A-
5.3.1) 
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON FIRE PROTECTION 
BASIC STRUCTURE FIRE SUPPRESSION 

Performance Standards 
 

REVISED JUNE 1, 2008 08SCBA - 2 FIREFIGHTER I/SECTION II 
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2000 

SELF-CONTAINED BREATHING APPARATUS #8 
Donning SCBA using the SEAT MOUNTED METHOD 

 
Trainee _____________________________________  Notes: _________________  
 
Dept: ______________________________________    __________________  
 
School: _____________________________________    __________________  
 
Test Site: ___________________________________    __________________  
 
Evaluator: ___________________________________    __________________  
 
If the firefighter trainee: (No partial points given) 
 

a. .. Begins procedure with protective ensemble properly donned 1.0  
b. Firefighter is properly seated 1.0  
c. Place arms through SCBA shoulder straps and partially  

tightens straps 1.0  
d. Carefully exits the apparatus to ground level or safely  

completes task inside apparatus 1.0  
e. Fastens and adjust straps 1.0  
f. Turns cylinder valve on fully and verbally indicates listening for alarm 1.0  
g. Checks shoulder harness gauge, verbalizes P.S.I 1.0  
h. Confirms and verbalizes that the PASS device is activated 1.0  
i. Dons and secures face piece and checks for proper seal 1.0  
j. Protective ensemble properly donned, no skin exposed, collar fastened,  

and helmet chin strap securely  fastened under chin 1.0  
k. Breathes air from the SCBA unit  1.0  
l. Completes skill in 1 minute or less 1.0  

 
Time: _______ Minutes______Seconds 
Total points possible: 12 
Total points needed to pass: 9 
Total points scored by this candidate:  ________ 
All mandatory steps successfully passed:  Yes [  ] No [  ] 
 
Performance rating of trainee on this standard:  PASS _______  FAIL ____ 
Circle one:  First Attempt   Retest 
Italics indicates verbalization is required. 
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON FIRE PROTECTION 
STRUCTURE FIRE SUPPRESSION 

Performance Standards 
 

FIREFIGHTER I/SECTION II 08SCBA - 1 REVISED JANUARY 1, 2008 
  EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2000 

SELF-CONTAINED BREATHING APPARATUS # 8 
Donning SCBA using the 

SEAT MOUNTED METHOD 
 
 
PERFORMANCE STANDARD  Section 120-6.00  
 
NFPA 1001 5.3.1, NFPA 472 5.4.3 Firefighter I 
 
OBJECTIVE 
With SCBA in a storage position, the firefighter trainee shall don the breathing apparatus using the Seat 
Mounted Method. The trainee will accomplish the skill in 1 minute or less. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS - procedures for achieving the objective 
While wearing full firefighter protective clothing, you will demonstrate the procedure for donning the Self 
Contained Breathing Apparatus using the Seat Mounted Method. You shall verbalize the steps printed in 
either italics or bold italics. You will complete this skill in 1 minute or less. You will begin and end the skill 
with the protective ensemble properly donned, no skin exposed and collar fastened. You will begin on my 
instruction to start. Time will stop when all identified steps have been accomplished and you put your hands 
in the air and signal that you are finished with this skill. Do you understand these instructions? 
 
EXAMINERS NOTE: 
Time will stop when all equipment is donned and the trainee signals completion of the skill. 
The firefighter trainee will not be allowed to review the performance steps at the time of testing. 
 
PREPARATION & EQUIPMENT 
Apparatus with SCBA seat mounting 
Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus unit 
 
As required by the Texas Commission on Fire Protection and NFPA 1001, the firefighter trainee shall 
begin and end the skill wearing "FULL PROTECTIVE CLOTHING FOR STRUCTURAL FIREFIGHTERS" 
to include helmet, coat, boots, hood, trousers, and gloves. 
 

“The Firefighter I should already be wearing full protective clothing prior to the beginning of this SCBA 
donning procedure. In addition to fully donning and activating the SCBA, the Firefighter I should also 
replace any personal protective clothing (i.e., gloves, protective hood, helmet, etc.) displaced during 
the donning procedure and activate the PASS device within the specified 1-min time limit.” (NFPA 
1001, A-5.3.1) 
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON FIRE PROTECTION 
BASIC STRUCTURE FIRE SUPPRESSION 

Performance Standards 

REVISED JANUARY 1, 2008 
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2000 08SCBA - 2 FIREFIGHTER I/SECTION II 

SELF-CONTAINED BREATHING APPARATUS # 8 
Donning SCBA using the SEAT MOUNTED METHOD 

Trainee ____________________________________  Notes: _______________________  
 
Dept: ______________________________________    _______________________  
 
School: ____________________________________    _______________________  
 
Test Site: __________________________________    _______________________  
 
Evaluator: __________________________________    _______________________  
 
If the firefighter trainee:         (No partial points given) 
 a. Begins procedure with protective ensemble properly donned ........................................ 1.0 ____ 

 
  b. Firefighter is properly seated .......................................................................................... 1.0_____ 
 
 c. Place arms through SCBA shoulder straps and partially tightens straps. ....................... 1.0_____ 
 
 d. Carefully exits the apparatus to ground level or safely completes task inside  

    apparatus ........................................................................................................................ 1.0_____ 
 

e. Fastens and adjust straps ............................................................................................... 1.0_____  
 

f. Turns cylinder valve on fully and verbally indicates listening for alarm. ........................... 1.0_____ 
 
g. Checks shoulder harness gauge, verbalizes P.S.I ......................................................... 1.0_____ 

 
h.  Requests cylinder guage reading verification ................................................................ 1.0_____  

 
i. Confirms and verbalizes that the PASS device is ”on” ..................................................... 1.0_____ 

 
j. Dons and secures face piece and checks for proper seal ............................................... 1.0_____ 

 
k. Protective ensemble properly donned, no skin exposed, collar fastened, and  
    helmet chin strap securely  fastened under chin ............................................................. 1.0_____ 
 
l. Breathes air from the SCBA unit  ..................................................................................... 1.0_____ 
 

  m. Completes skill in recommended time (1 minute or less) .............................................. P/F_____ 
Time: _______ Minutes______Seconds 

Total points possible: 12 
Total points needed to pass: 9 
Total points scored by this candidate:  ________ 
All mandatory steps successfully passed: Yes [ ] No [ ] 
 
Performance rating of trainee on this standard:   PASS _______ FAIL ____ 
Circle one:    First Attempt   Retest 
Italics indicates verbalization is required. 
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STRUCTURE FIRE SUPPRESSION 
Performance Standards 

 
SELF- CONTAINED BREATHING APPARATUS #7 

Donning/Doffing SCBA using the 
COMPARTMENT MOUNTED METHOD 

 
 
PERFORMANCE STANDARD  Section 120-6.00 
 
NFPA 1001 5.3.1, NFPA 472 5.4.3 Firefighter I 
 
OBJECTIVE 
With SCBA in storage position, the firefighter trainee shall don and doff the breathing 
apparatus using the Compartment Mounted Method.  The trainee will accomplish the 
skill in 1 minute or less. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS - procedures for achieving the objective 
While wearing full firefighter protective clothing, you will demonstrate the procedure for 
donning and doffing the Self Contained Breathing Apparatus using the Compartment 
Mounted Method.  You shall verbalize the steps printed in either italics or bold italics.  
You will complete all donning steps in 1 minute or less.  Protective ensemble will be 
properly donned, no skin exposed and collar fastened. You will begin on my instruction 
to start.  Time will stop when all identified steps have been accomplished and you put 
your hands in the air and signal that you are finished with this skill.  Do you understand 
these instructions? 
 
EXAMINERS NOTE 
The firefighter trainee will not be allowed to review the performance steps at the time of 
testing.  The trainee will only be timed during the donning portion of this skill.  Time will 
stop when all equipment is donned and the trainee signals completion of the donning 
steps of the skill. 
 
PREPARATION & EQUIPMENT 
Apparatus with SCBA compartment mounting 
Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus unit 
 
As required by the Texas Commission on Fire Protection and NFPA 1001, The 
firefighter trainee shall begin and end the skill wearing "FULL PROTECTIVE 
CLOTHING FOR STRUCTURAL FIREFIGHTERS" to include helmet, coat, boots, 
hood, trousers, and gloves. 
 
“The Firefighter I should already be wearing full protective clothing prior to the beginning 
of this SCBA donning procedure.  In addition to fully donning and activating the SCBA, 
the Firefighter I should also replace any personal protective clothing (i.e., gloves, 
protective hood, helmet, etc.) displaced during the donning procedure and activate the 
PASS device within the specified 1 minute time limit.” (NFPA 1001, A-5.3.1) 
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON FIRE PROTECTION 
BASIC STRUCTURE FIRE SUPPRESSION 

Performance Standards 
 

REVISED JUNE 1, 2008 07SCBA - 2 FIREFIGHTER I/SECTION II 
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2000 

SELF- CONTAINED BREATHING APPARATUS #7 
Donning/Doffing SCBA using the 

COMPARTMENT MOUNTED METHOD 
 

Trainee: ____________________________________  Notes: _________________  
 
Dept: ______________________________________    __________________  
 
School: _____________________________________    __________________  
 
Test Site: ___________________________________    __________________  
 
Evaluator: ___________________________________    __________________  
 
If the firefighter trainee: (No partial points given) 
 

a. Begins procedure with protective ensemble properly donned 1.0  
b. Checks cylinder gauge, verbalizes P.S.I. P/F  
c. Turns the cylinder valve on fully and verbally indicates  

listening for alarm 2.0  
d. Properly positions SCBA unit on his/her back 1.0  
e. Fastens and adjusts straps 1.0  
f. Dons and secures face piece 1.0  
g. Checks face piece for proper seal 1.0  
h. Protective ensemble is properly donned, no skin exposed  

and collar fastened with chin strap securely fastened under chin 1.0  
i. Breathes air from the SCBA unit 1.0  
j. Confirms and verbalizes that PASS device is activated P/F  
k. Completes steps a-j within allotted time (1 minute or less) P/F  
l. Properly doffs the SCBA 1.0  

 
Time:  _______ Minutes______Seconds 
 
Total points possible:  10 
Total points needed to pass:  7 
Total points scored by this candidate:  _____ 
All mandatory steps successfully passed:  Yes No (circle one) 
 
Performance rating of trainee on this standard:  PASS _________  FAIL ________ 
Circle One:  First Attempt  Retest 

Denotes mandatory passage of this step; Italics  indicates verbalization is required 
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON FIRE PROTECTION 
STRUCTURE FIRE SUPPRESSION 

Performance Standards 
 

FIREFIGHTER I/SECTION II 07SCBA - 1 REVISED AUGUST 1, 2005 
  EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2000 

SELF- CONTAINED BREATHING APPARATUS # 7 
Donning/Doffing breathing apparatus using the  

COMPARTMENT MOUNTED METHOD 
 
 
PERFORMANCE STANDARD  Section 120-6.00 
 
NFPA 1001 5.3.1, NFPA 472 5.4.3 Firefighter I 
 
OBJECTIVE 
With SCBA in storage position, the firefighter trainee shall don and doff the breathing apparatus using the 
Compartment Mounted Method.  This skill has a recommended time limit of 1 minute.  
 
INSTRUCTIONS - procedures for achieving the objective 
You will demonstrate the procedure for donning and doffing the Self Contained Breathing Apparatus using 
the Compartment Mounted Method.  You shall verbalize the steps printed in either italics or bold italics.  You 
will complete all donning steps in 1 minute or less.  Protective ensemble (with the exception of gloves) will 
be properly donned, no skin exposed and collar fastened. You will begin on my instruction to start.  Time will 
stop when all identified steps have been accomplished and you put your hands in the air and signal that you 
are finished with this skill.  Do you understand these instructions?   
  
EXAMINERS NOTE: 
The firefighter trainee will not be allowed to review the performance steps at the time of testing. 
 
The trainee will only be timed during the donning portion of this skill.  Time will stop when all equipment is 
donned and the trainee signals completion of the donning steps of the skill. 
 
PREPARATION & EQUIPMENT 
Apparatus with SCBA compartment mounting 
Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus unit 
 
As required by the Texas Commission on Fire Protection and NFPA 1001, The firefighter trainee shall begin 
and end wearing "FULL PROTECTIVE CLOTHING FOR STRUCTURAL FIREFIGHTERS" to include 
helmet, coat, boots, hood, trousers, and gloves.  
 
“The firefighter I should already be wearing full protective clothing prior to the beginning of this SCBA-
donning procedure.  In addition to fully donning and activating the SCBA, the Fire Firghter I should also 
replace any personal protective clothing (i.e., gloves, protective hood, helmet, etc.) displaced during the 
donning procedure and activate the PASS device within the specified 1 min time limit.” (NFPA 1001, A-
5.3.1) 
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON FIRE PROTECTION 
BASIC STRUCTURE FIRE SUPPRESSION 

Performance Standards 
 

REVISED AUGUST 1, 2005 
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2000 07SCBA - 2 FIREFIGHTER I/SECTION II 

SELF- CONTAINED BREATHING APPARATUS # 7 
Donning/Doffing breathing apparatus using the COMPARTMENT MOUNTED METHOD 

 
 
Trainee: ___________________________________  Notes: _______________________  
 
Dept: ______________________________________    _______________________  
 
School: ____________________________________    _______________________  
 
Test Site: __________________________________    _______________________  
 
Evaluator: __________________________________    _______________________  
 
 
If the firefighter trainee: (No partial points given) 
  
 a. Begins procedure with protective ensemble properly donned ....................... 1.0 ______ 

 b. Checks cylinder gauge, verbalizes P.S.I. ................................................... P/F ______ 
 c Turns the cylinder valve on fully and verbally indicates listening for alarm ... 2.0 ______ 
 d. Properly positions SCBA unit on his/her back ............................................... 1.0 ______ 
 e. Fastens and adjusts straps ............................................................................ 1.0 ______ 
 f. Dons and secures face piece......................................................................... 1.0 ______ 
 g. Checks face piece for proper seal ................................................................. 1.0 ______ 
 h. Protective ensemble (except gloves) is properly donned, no skin 
  exposed and collar fastened with chin strap securely fastened  
  under chin ...................................................................................................... 1.0 ______ 
 i. Breathing air from the SCBA unit in a positive pressure mode ...................... 1.0 ______ 

 j. Confirms and verbalizes that PASS device is activated .......................... P/F ______ 
 k. Completes steps a-j within allotted time (1 minute or less) ............................ 1.0 ______ 
 l. Properly doffs the SCBA ................................................................................ 1.0 ______ 
 
 Time:   _______ Minutes______Seconds 
 
Total points possible:   11 
Total points needed to pass:   8 
Total points scored by this candidate:    _____ 
 
All mandatory steps successfully passed:       Yes       No       (circle one) 
 
Performance rating of trainee on this standard:  PASS _________   FAIL ________ 
 
Circle One:  First Attempt  Retest 
 

 Denotes mandatory passage of this step 
 
 Italics  indicates verbalization is required 
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BASIC STRUCTURE FIRE SUPPRESSION 
Performance Standards 

 
FIRE SERVICE LADDERS #4 

Two-Firefighter Low Shoulder Carry, Right Angle Flat Raise 
of a 24 Foot Extension Ladder 

 
 
PERFORMANCE STANDARD  Section 105-9.00 
 
NFPA 1001 5.3.6, 5.3.11, 5.3.12 Firefighter I 
 
OBJECTIVE 
The firefighter trainee, operating as a member of a team, shall demonstrate the proper 
procedures for a two firefighter pick up, Low Shoulder Carry, Right Angle Flat Raise of a 
24 foot Extension Ladder.  The firefighter trainee will have 3 minutes to complete this 
skill. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS - procedures for achieving the objective 
Using a two firefighter low shoulder carry, you and a designated person will pick up and 
carry a 24 foot extension ladder 100 feet to a designated structure.  You will raise the 
ladder to a two story window or its equivalent.  You will be positioned at the butt end of 
ladder for this evaluation. You shall verbalize the mandatory steps while performing this 
skill.  When you have reached your destination, you and your team member will raise 
the ladder using the Right Angle Flat Raise.  You will only communicate with the other 
team member to assure the ladder is properly carried, raised, and extended. You have 
3 minutes to complete this skill.  The time will begin on my instruction to start.  Time will 
stop when you verbally state that the ladder is suitable for climbing.  Do you understand 
these instructions? 
 
EXAMINERS NOTE 
Instruct the firefighter trainee where the ladder is to be placed and indicate the intended 
use: climbing, rescue, or ventilation.  Ladder placement and intended use shall be 
the same for all examinees. The firefighter trainee will not be allowed to review the 
performance steps at the time of testing.  
 
PREPARATION & EQUIPMENT 
24 ft. extension ladder 
Drill tower or equivalent 
 
The firefighter trainee shall accomplish the skill wearing "FULL PROTECTIVE 
CLOTHING FOR STRUCTURAL FIREFIGHTERS" as required by the Texas 
Commission on Fire Protection to include helmet, gloves, coat, trousers, boots, and 
SCBA.  Firefighter trainee will not don face piece or hood. 
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON FIRE PROTECTION 
BASIC STRUCTURE FIRE SUPPRESSION 

Performance Standards 
 

REVISED JUNE 1, 2008 04LADDERS – 2 FIREFIGHTER I/SECTION I 
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2000 

FIRE SERVICE LADDERS #4 
Two-Firefighter Low Shoulder Carry, Right Angle Flat Raise 

of a 24 Foot Extension Ladder 
 

 
Trainee: _______________________________________  Notes:  ___________________  
 
Dept: _________________________________________    ___________________  
 
School: ________________________________________    ___________________  
 
Test Site: ______________________________________    ___________________  
 
Evaluator: ______________________________________    ___________________  
 
If the firefighter trainee:  (No partial points given) 
 

a. Standing next to the ladder at the butt end, gives a command to shoulder  
the ladder 1.0  

b. Places hand over the butt spur, checks for and verbalizes the area  
is clear of overhead obstructions on approach to the building, spots  
the ladder, and places the butt of both beams on the ground.   
(The verbalization must be performed prior to raising the ladder.) P/F  

c. Utilizes designated raise P/F  
d. Heels the ladder and verbalizes a command to raise the ladder 1.0  
e. Faces the other team member and pivots the ladder, if necessary, to set  

the fly out (or as stated in manufacturer's recommendation).  The trainee  
extends the fly to the proper distance and engages the pawls 1.0  

f. After lowering the ladder into place, the trainee checks for proper  
climbing angle and fly extension, and adequate structural support at tip 1.0  

g. Ties off the halyard to a rung in a manner that will prevent the fly from slipping  
and that will prevent anyone from tripping while climbing.   
The trainee verbalizes that the ladder is suitable for climbing.   
Time stops at this point 1.0  

h. Completes skill in time allotted P/F  
 
Allotted time for this skill:  3 minutes  Time:  _____  Minutes _____ Seconds 
 
Total points possible:  5 
Total points needed to pass:  4 
Total points scored by this candidate:  _____ 
All mandatory steps successfully passed:  Yes [   ] No [   ] 
 
Performance rating of trainee on this standard:  PASS [   ]   FAIL [   ] 
Circle one:  First Attempt Retest 

Denotes mandatory passage of this step 
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON FIRE PROTECTION 
BASIC STRUCTURE FIRE SUPPRESSION 

Performance Standards 
 

FIREFIGHTER I/SECTION I 04LADDERS – 1 REVISED JANUARY 1, 2008 
  EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2000 

FIRE SERVICE LADDERS # 4 
Two-Firefighter Low Shoulder Carry, Right Angle Flat Raise of a 24 Foot Extension Ladder 

 
 
PERFORMANCE STANDARD  Section 105-9.00 
 
NFPA 1001 5.3.6, 5.3.11, 5.3.12 Firefighter I 
 
OBJECTIVE 
The firefighter trainee, operating as a member of a team, shall demonstrate the proper procedures for a two 
firefighter pick up, Low Shoulder Carry, Right Angle Flat Raise of a 24 foot Extension Ladder.  The skill shall 
be performed in 3 minutes or less. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS - procedures for achieving the objective 
Using a two firefighter pick up, low shoulder carry, you and a designated person will pick up and carry a 24 
foot extension ladder 100 feet to a designated structure.  Using a right angle flat raise, you will raise the 
ladder to a two story window or its equivalent.  You shall verbalize the mandatory steps while performing 
this skill.  You and your team member will raise the ladder without laying the ladder on the ground.  You 
have a maximum time limit to complete this skill of 3 minutes.  You will be positioned at the butt end of the 
ladder for this evaluation. You will only communicate with the other team member to assure the ladder is 
properly carried, raised, and extended.  You will begin on my instructions to start.  Time will end when you 
verbally state that the ladder is suitable for climbing.  Do you understand these instructions? 
 
EXAMINERS NOTE:  
Instruct the firefighter trainee where the ladder is to be placed and indicate the intended use: climbing, 
rescue, or ventilation.  Ladder placement and intended use shall be the same for all examinees. The 
firefighter trainee will not be allowed to review the performance steps at the time of testing.  
 
PREPARATION & EQUIPMENT 
 
24 ft. extension ladder 
Drill tower or equivalent 
 
The firefighter trainee shall accomplish the skill wearing "FULL PROTECTIVE CLOTHING FOR 
STRUCTURAL FIREFIGHTERS" as required by the Texas Commission on Fire Protection to include 
helmet, gloves, coat, trousers, boots, and SCBA.  Firefighter trainee will not don face piece or hood. 
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON FIRE PROTECTION 
BASIC STRUCTURE FIRE SUPPRESSION 

Performance Standards 
 

REVISED JANUARY 1, 2008 
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2000 04LADDERS – 2 FIREFIGHTER I/SECTION I 

FIRE SERVICE LADDERS # 4 
Two-Firefighter Low Shoulder Carry, Right Angle Flat Raise of a 24 Foot Extension Ladder 

 
 

Trainee: ___________________________________  Notes: _______________________  
 
Dept: ______________________________________    _______________________  
 
School: ____________________________________    _______________________  
 
Test Site: __________________________________    _______________________  
 
Evaluator: __________________________________    _______________________  
 
If the firefighter trainee:  (No partial points given) 
  
 a. Standing next to the ladder at the butt end, gives a command to shoulder  
  the ladder ................................................................................................................... 1.0 _____ 

 b. Places hand over the butt spur, checks for and verbalizes the area is  
  clear of overhead obstructions on approach to the building, spots 
  the ladder, and places the butt of both beams on the ground.  (The 
  verbalization must be performed prior to raising the ladder.) ............................ P / F _____ 

 c. Utilizes designated raise ......................................................................................... P / F _____ 
 d. Heels the ladder by standing on the bottom rung and 
  verbalizes a command to raise the ladder ................................................................. 1.0 _____ 
 e. Faces the other team member and pivots the ladder, if necessary, 
   to set the fly out (or as stated in manufacturer's recommendation).  The trainee  
  extends the fly to the proper distance and engages the pawls .................................. 1.0 _____ 
 f. After lowering the ladder into place, the trainee checks for proper climbing 
  angle and fly extension, and adequate structural support at tip ................................ 1.0 _____ 
 g. Ties off the halyard to a rung in a manner that will prevent the fly from 
  slipping and that will prevent anyone from tripping while climbing, and assists 
  the other team member.  The trainee verbalizes that the ladder is suitable 
  for climbing.  Time stops at this point ......................................................................... 1.0 _____ 

 h. Completes skill in time allotted .............................................................................. P / F _____ 
 
Allotted time for this skill:  3 minutes  Time _____ Minutes _____ Seconds 
 
Total points possible:   5 
Total points needed to pass:   4 
Total points scored by this candidate:   _____ 
All mandatory steps successfully passed:   Yes [   ]      No [   ]        
      
Performance rating of trainee on this standard:  PASS [   ]   FAIL [   ] 
 
Circle one:       First Attempt  Retest  
 

  Denotes mandatory passage of this step 
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BASIC STRUCTURE FIRE SUPPRESSION 
Performance Standards 

 
FIRE SERVICE LADDERS #5 

Two-Firefighter Low Shoulder Carry, Right Angle Beam Raise 
of a 24 Foot Extension Ladder 

 
 
PERFORMANCE STANDARD  Section 105-9.00, 10.00 
 
NFPA 1001 5.3.6, 5.3.11, 5.3.12 Firefighter I 
 
OBJECTIVE 
The firefighter trainee, operating as a member of a team, shall demonstrate the proper 
procedures for a two firefighter pick up, Low Shoulder Carry, Right Angle Beam Raise of 
a 24 foot Extension Ladder.  The firefighter trainee will have 3 minutes to complete this 
skill. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS - procedures for achieving the objective 
Using a two firefighter low shoulder carry, you and a designated person will pick up and 
carry a 24 foot extension ladder 100 feet to a designated structure.  You will raise the 
ladder to a two story window or its equivalent.  You will be positioned at the butt end of 
the ladder for this evaluation.  You shall verbalize the mandatory steps while performing 
this skill.  When you have reached your destination, you and your team member will 
raise the ladder using the Right Angle Beam Raise.  You will only communicate with the 
other team member to assure the ladder is properly carried, raised, and extended.  You 
have 3 minutes to complete this skill.  The time will begin on my instruction to start.  
Time will stop when you verbally state that the ladder is suitable for climbing.  Do you 
understand these instructions? 
 
EXAMINERS NOTE 
Instruct the firefighter trainee where the ladder is to be placed and indicate the intended 
use: climbing, rescue, or ventilation.  Ladder placement and intended use shall be 
the same for all examinees.  The firefighter trainee will not be allowed to review the 
performance steps at the time of testing. 
 
PREPARATION & EQUIPMENT 
24 ft. extension ladder 
Drill tower or equivalent 
 
The firefighter trainee shall accomplish the skill wearing "FULL PROTECTIVE 
CLOTHING FOR STRUCTURAL FIREFIGHTERS" as required by the Texas 
Commission on Fire Protection to include helmet, gloves, coat, trousers, boots, and 
SCBA.  Firefighter trainee will not don face piece or hood. 
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON FIRE PROTECTION 
BASIC STRUCTURE FIRE SUPPRESSION 

Performance Standards 
 

REVISED JUNE 1, 2008 05LADDERS – 2 FIREFIGHTER I/SECTION I 
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2000 

FIRE SERVICE LADDERS #5 
Two-Firefighter Low Shoulder Carry, Right Angle Beam Raise 

of a 24 Foot Extension Ladder 
 

Trainee: ____________________________________  Notes: _________________  
 
Dept: ______________________________________    __________________  
 
School: _____________________________________    __________________  
 
Test Site: ___________________________________    __________________  
 
Evaluator: ___________________________________    __________________  
 
If the firefighter trainee:  (No partial points given) 
 

a. Standing next to the ladder at the butt end, gives a command to 
 shoulder the ladder 1.0  

b. Places hand over the butt spur, checks for obstructions and  
verbalizes the area is clear of overhead obstructions.  On approach  
to the building, spots the ladder, and places the butt of one beam on  
the ground. 
(The verbalization must be performed prior to raising the ladder.) P/F  

c. Utilizes designated raise P/F  
d. Heels the ladder and verbalizes a command to raise the ladder 1.0  
e. Faces the other team member and pivots the ladder, if necessary, to set  

the fly out (or as stated in the manufacturer's recommendation). The trainee  
extends the fly to the proper distance and engages the pawls 1.0  

f. After lowering the ladder into place, the trainee checks for proper climbing 
angle and fly extension, and adequate structural support at tip 1.0  

g. The trainee shall tie off the halyard to a rung in a manner that will 
prevent the fly from slipping and that will prevent anyone from tripping  
while climbing.  Verbalizes that the ladder is suitable  for climbing. 
Time stops at this point. 1.0  

h. Completes the skill in the time allotted P/F  
 
Allotted time for this skill:  3 minutes Time:  ________ Minutes ________ Seconds 
 
Total points possible:  5 
Total points needed to pass:  4 
Total points scored by this candidate:  _____ 
All mandatory steps successfully passed:  Yes [   ] No [   ]  
 
Performance rating of trainee on this standard: PASS [   ]   FAIL [   ] 
Circle one:  First Attempt Retest 

Denotes mandatory passage of this step 
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON FIRE PROTECTION 
BASIC STRUCTURE FIRE SUPPRESSION 

Performance Standards 
 

FIREFIGHTER I/SECTION I 05LADDERS – 1 REVISED JANUARY 1, 2008 
  EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2000 

FIRE SERVICE LADDERS # 5 
Two-Firefighter Low Shoulder Carry, Right Angle Beam Raise of a 24 Foot Extension Ladder 

 
 
PERFORMANCE STANDARD  Section 105-9.00, 10.00 
 
NFPA 1001 5.3.6, 5.3.11, 5.3.12 Firefighter I 
 
OBJECTIVE 
The firefighter trainee, operating as a member of a team, shall demonstrate the proper procedures for a two 
firefighter pick up, Low Shoulder Carry, Right Angle Beam Raise of a 24 foot Extension Ladder.  You will 
have 3 minutes to complete this skill. 
 
  
INSTRUCTIONS - procedures for achieving the objective 
Using a two firefighter pick up, low shoulder carry, you and a designated person will pick up and carry a 24 
foot extension ladder 100 feet to a two or more story structure.  You shall verbalize the mandatory steps 
while performing this skill.  When you have reached your destination, you and your team member will raise 
the ladder using a right angle beam raise, without laying the ladder on the ground.  You will be positioned at 
the butt of the ladder for the evaluation.  You will be allowed only to communicate with the team member to 
assure the ladder is properly carried and extended.  You have 3 minutes to complete this skill.  The time will 
begin on my instruction to start.  Time will stop when you verbally state that the ladder is suitable for 
climbing.  Do you understand these instructions? 
 
EXAMINERS NOTE:  
Instruct the firefighter trainee where the ladder is to be placed and indicate the intended use: climbing, 
rescue, or ventilation.  Ladder placement and intended use shall be the same for all examinees.The 
firefighter trainee will not be allowed to review the performance steps at the time of testing. 
  
PREPARATION & EQUIPMENT 
 
24 ft. extension ladder 
Drill tower or equivalent 
 
The firefighter trainee shall accomplish the skill wearing "FULL PROTECTIVE CLOTHING FOR 
STRUCTURAL FIREFIGHTERS" as required by the Texas Commission on Fire Protection to include 
helmet, gloves, coat, trousers, boots, and SCBA.  Firefighter trainee will not don face piece or hood. 
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON FIRE PROTECTION 
BASIC STRUCTURE FIRE SUPPRESSION 

Performance Standards 

REVISED JANUARY 1, 2008 05LADDERS – 2 FIREFIGHTER I/SECTION I 
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2000 

 
FIRE SERVICE LADDERS # 5 

Two-Firefighter Low Shoulder Carry, Right Angle Beam Raise of a 24 Foot Extension Ladder 
 

 
Trainee: ___________________________________  Notes: _______________________  
 
Dept: ______________________________________    _______________________  
 
School: ____________________________________    _______________________  
 
Test Site: __________________________________    _______________________  
 
Evaluator: __________________________________    _______________________  
 
If the firefighter trainee:  (No partial points given) 
 
 a. Standing next to the ladder at the butt end, gives a command to shoulder  
  the ladder ................................................................................................................... 1.0 _____ 

 b. Places hand over the butt spur, checks for obstructions and verbalizes 
  the area is clear of overhead obstructions.  On approach to the building, 
  spots the ladder and places butt of one beam on the ground.  (The 
  verbalization must be performed prior to raising the ladder.) ............................ P / F _____ 

 c. Utilizes designated raise ......................................................................................... P / F _____ 
 d. Heels the ladder and gives a command to raise the ladder ....................................... 1.0 _____ 
 e. Faces the other team member and pivots the ladder to set the fly out  
  (or as stated in the manufacturer's recommendation). The trainee extends  
  the fly to the proper distance and engages the pawls ............................................... 1.0 _____ 
 f. After lowering the ladder into place, the trainee checks for proper climbing 
  angle and fly extension, and adequate structural support at tip ................................ 1.0 _____ 
 g. The trainee shall tie off the halyard to a rung in a manner that will prevent the 
  fly from slipping and that will prevent anyone from tripping while climbing.   
  Verbalizes that the ladder is suitable  for climbing.  Time stops at this point. ........... 1.0 _____ 

 h. Completes the skill in the time allotted ................................................................. P / F _____ 
 
Allotted time for this skill: 3 minutes           Time________ Minutes ________ Seconds 
 
Total points possible:   5 
Total points needed to pass:   4 
Total points scored by this candidate:   _____ 
All mandatory steps successfully passed:   Yes [   ]       No [   ]        
      
Performance rating of trainee on this standard: PASS [   ]   FAIL [   ] 
 
Circle one:       First Attempt Retest 
 

  Denotes mandatory passage of this step 
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BASIC STRUCTURE FIRE SUPPRESSION 
Performance Standards 

 
FIRE SERVICE LADDERS #6 

Two Firefighter Low-shoulder Carry, Flat Parallel Raise 
of a 24 Foot Extension Ladder 

 
 
PERFORMANCE STANDARD  Section 105-9.00, 10.00 
 
NFPA 1001 5.3.6, 5.3.11, 5.3.12 Firefighter I 
 
OBJECTIVE 
The firefighter trainee, operating as a team member, shall demonstrate the proper 
procedure for a two firefighter pick-up for a Low Shoulder Carry, Flat Parallel Raise of a 
24 foot Extension Ladder.  The firefighter trainee will have 3 minutes to complete this 
skill. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS - procedures for achieving the objective 
Using a two firefighter low shoulder carry, you and a designated person will pick up and 
carry a 24 foot extension ladder 100 feet to a designated structure.  You will raise the 
ladder to a two story window or its equivalent.  You will be positioned at the butt end of 
ladder for this evaluation.  You shall verbalize the mandatory steps while performing this 
skill.  When you have reached your destination, you and your team member will raise 
the ladder using the Flat Parallel Raise.  You will only communicate with the other team 
member to assure the ladder is properly carried, raised, and extended.  You have 3 
minutes to complete this skill.  The time will begin on my instruction to start.  Time will 
stop when you verbally state that the ladder is suitable for climbing.  Do you understand 
these instructions? 
 
EXAMINERS NOTE 
Instruct the firefighter trainee where the ladder is to be placed and indicate the intended 
use: climbing, rescue, or ventilation.  Ladder placement and intended use shall be 
the same for all examinees.  The firefighter trainee will not be allowed to review the 
performance steps at the time of testing. 
 
PREPARATION & EQUIPMENT 
24 ft. extension ladder 
Drill tower or equivalent  
 
The firefighter trainee shall accomplish the skill wearing "FULL PROTECTIVE 
CLOTHING FOR STRUCTURAL FIREFIGHTERS" as required by the Texas 
Commission on Fire Protection to include helmet, gloves, coat, trousers,  boots, and 
SCBA.  Firefighter trainee will not don face piece or hood. 
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON FIRE PROTECTION 
BASIC STRUCTURE FIRE SUPPRESSION 

Performance Standards 

REVISED JUNE 1, 2008 06LADDERS – 2 FIREFIGHTER I/SECTION I 
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2000 

 
FIRE SERVICE LADDERS #6 

Two Firefighter Low-shoulder Carry, Flat Parallel Raise 
of a 24 Foot Extension Ladder 

 
Trainee: _______________________________________  Notes: _____________________  
 
Dept: _________________________________________    _______________________  
 
School: ________________________________________    _______________________  
 
Test Site: ______________________________________    _______________________  
 
Evaluator: ______________________________________    _______________________  
 
If the firefighter trainee: (No partial points given) 
 

a. Standing next to the ladder at the butt end, gives a command to  
shoulder the ladder. 1.0  

b. Places hand over butt spur, checks for obstructions and verbalizes 
that area is clear of overhead obstructions.  On approach to building,  
spots the ladder, places the butt on the ground and turns the ladder flat. 
(The verbalization must be performed prior to raising the ladder.) P/F  

c. Utilizes designated raise P/F  
d. Heels the ladder and verbalizes a command to raise the ladder 1.0  
e. Faces the other team member and pivots the ladder, if necessary,  

to set the fly out (or as stated in the manufacturer's recommendation). 
The trainee extends the fly to the proper distance and engages pawls 1.0  

f. After lowering the ladder into place, the trainee checks for proper  
climbing angle and fly extension, and adequate structural support at tip  1.0  

g. The Trainee shall tie off the halyard to a rung in a manner that will prevent  
the fly from slipping and that will prevent anyone from tripping while climbing. 
Verbalizes that the ladder is suitable  for climbing. 
Time stops at this point 1.0  

h. Completes the skill in the time allotted P/F  
 
Allotted time for this skill:  3 minutes Time:  _______ Minutes ______Seconds 
 
Total points possible:  5 
Total points needed to pass:  4 
Total points scored by this candidate:  _____ 
All mandatory steps successfully passed: Yes [   ]     No [   ]      
 
Performance rating of trainee on this standard:  PASS [   ]     FAIL [   ] 
Circle one:  First Attempt Retest 

Denotes mandatory passage of this step 
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON FIRE PROTECTION 
BASIC STRUCTURE FIRE SUPPRESSION 

Performance Standards 
 

FIREFIGHTER I/SECTION I 06LADDERS – 1 REVISED JANUARY 1, 2008 
  EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2000 

FIRE SERVICE LADDERS # 6 
Two Firefighter Low-shoulder Carry, Flat Parallel Raise of a 24 Foot Extension Ladder 

 
 
PERFORMANCE STANDARD  Section 105-9.00, 10.00 
 
NFPA 1001 5.3.6, 5.3.11, 5.3.12 Firefighter I 
 
OBJECTIVE 
The firefighter trainee, operating as a team member, shall demonstrate the proper two firefighter pick-up for 
a Low Shoulder Carry, Flat Parallel Raise of a 24 foot Extension ladder.  The firefighter trainee shall perform 
all the identified steps in less than 3 minutes. 
 
 
INSTRUCTIONS - procedures for achieving the objective 
Using a two firefighter low shoulder carry, you and a designated person will lift and carry a 24 foot extension 
ladder 100 feet to a two or more story structure.  You shall verbalize mandatory steps while performing this 
skill.  When you have reached your destination, you and your team member will raise the ladder using a flat 
parallel raise without laying it on the ground.    You will be positioned at the butt end of the ladder for 
evaluation.  You will be allowed to communicate with the team member only to assure that the ladder is 
properly carried and extended.  You have 3 minutes to complete this skill .  You will begin on my instruction 
to start.  Time will stop when you state that the ladder is suitable for climbing.  Do you understand these 
instructions? 
 
EXAMINERS NOTE:  
Instruct the firefighter trainee where the ladder is to be placed and indicate the intended use: climbing, 
rescue, or ventilation.  Ladder placement and intended use shall be the same for all examinees. The 
firefighter trainee will not be allowed to review the performance steps at the time of testing. 
 
PREPARATION & EQUIPMENT 
 
24 ft. extension ladder,  
Drill tower, ladder wall, or equivalent  
 
The firefighter trainee shall accomplish the skill wearing "FULL PROTECTIVE CLOTHING FOR 
STRUCTURAL FIREFIGHTERS" as required by the Texas Commission on Fire Protection to include 
helmet, gloves, coat, trousers,  boots, and SCBA.  Firefighter trainee will not don face piece or hood. 
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON FIRE PROTECTION 
BASIC STRUCTURE FIRE SUPPRESSION 

Performance Standards 

REVISED JANUARY 1, 2008 
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2000 06LADDERS – 2 FIREFIGHTER I/SECTION I 

 
FIRE SERVICE LADDERS #6 

Two Firefighter Low-shoulder Carry, Flat Parallel Raise of a 24 Foot Extension Ladder 
 

Trainee: ___________________________________  Notes: _______________________  
 
Dept: ______________________________________    _______________________  
 
School: ____________________________________    _______________________  
 
Test Site: __________________________________    _______________________  
 
Evaluator: __________________________________    _______________________  
 
 
If the firefighter trainee:  (No partial points given) 
 
 a. Stands next to the ladder at the butt, gives a command to shoulder the ladder. 
  Both individuals, as they stand, will use leg muscles to lift the ladder ....................... 1.0 _____ 

 b. Places hand over butt spur, checks for obstructions and verbalizes 
  that area is clear of obstructions.  On approach to building, spots the 
  ladder, places the butt on the ground and turns the ladder flat.  (The  
  verbalization must be performed prior to raising the ladder.) ............................ P / F _____ 

 c. Utilizes designated raise ......................................................................................... P / F _____ 
 d. Heels the ladder by standing on the bottom rung, crouches down to  
  grasp a convenient rung or the beams with both hands, leans back and  
  gives a command to raise the ladder .................................................................. 1.0 _____ 

e. Faces the other member and pivots the ladder to set the  
  fly out (or as stated in the manufacturer's recommendation).  The trainee  
  extends the fly to the proper distance and engages pawls  ....................................... 1.0 _____ 
 f. After lowering the ladder into place, the trainee checks for proper climbing 
  angle and fly extension, and adequate structural support at tip  ...............................  1.0 _____ 
 g. Ties off the halyard to a rung in a manner that will prevent the fly from  
  slipping and that will prevent anyone from tripping while climbing, and assists  
  the other team member.  Verbalizes that the ladder is suitable  for climbing.   
  Time stops at this point .............................................................................................. 1.0 _____ 

 h. Completes the skill in the time allotted ................................................................. P / F _____ 
 
 Allotted time for this skill:    3 minutes                Time:_______minutes ______seconds 
 
Total points possible:   5 
Total points needed to pass:   4 
Total points scored by this candidate:   _____ 
All mandatory steps successfully passed:   Yes [   ]       No [   ]      
         
Performance rating of trainee on this standard:           PASS [   ]     FAIL [   ] 
 
Circle one:       First Attempt Retest 
 

  Denotes mandatory passage of this step 
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REFERENCE LIST FOR THE 

FIRE OFFICER I CURRICULUM 
 

 
Certified Training Facilities approved to teach this curriculum, must have the following reference 
materials: 
 
Fire and Emergency Service Company Officer (4th ed.)  (2007). Stillwater, OK:  International Fire 
Service Training Association. 
 
Fire Officer Principles and Practice (1st ed.) (2006). Sadbury, MA:  Jones and Bartlett 
Publishers, Inc. 
 
NFPA 1021: Standard for Fire Officer Professional Qualifications (2003 ed.) Quincy, MA: 
National Fire Protection Association.  NFPA Publications. 
 
Standards Manual for Fire Protection Personnel. Austin, TX:  Texas Commission on Fire 
Protection. 
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REFERENCE LIST FOR THE 

FIRE OFFICER II CURRICULUM 
 

 
Certified Training Facilities approved to teach this curriculum, must have the following reference 
materials: 
 
Fire and Emergency Service Company Officer (4th ed.)  (2007). Stillwater, OK:  International Fire 
Service Training Association. 
 
Fire Officer Principles and Practice (1st ed.) (2006). Sadbury, MA:  Jones and Bartlett 
Publishers, Inc. 
 
NFPA 1021: Standard for Fire Officer Professional Qualifications (2003 ed.) Quincy, MA: 
National Fire Protection Association.  NFPA Publications. 
 
Standards Manual for Fire Protection Personnel. Austin, TX:  Texas Commission on Fire 
Protection. 
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