10. Matters referred from the Fire Fighter Advisory Committee (FFAC), including but not limited to:

A. Discussion and possible final adoption on proposed amendments, new sections, repeals, and rule
reviews as follows:

1. Proposed amendments to 37 TAC Chapter 421, Standards for Certification, including, but not
limited to 8421.5.
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Chapter 421

Standards for Certification

421.5 Definitions

(11) College credits--Credits earned for studies satisfactorily completed at an[a+regionally aceredited}-institution of
higher education accredited by an agency recognized by the U.S. Secretary of Education and including
National Fire Academy (NFA) open learning program colleges, or courses recommended for college credit by the
American Council on Education (ACE) or delivered through the National Emergency Training Center (both EMI
and NFA) programs. A course of study satisfactorily completed and identified on an official transcript from a
college or in the ACE National Guide that is primarily related to Fire Service, Emergency Medicine, Emergency
Management, or Public Administration is defined as applicable for Fire Science college credit, and is acceptable
for higher levels of certification.




10. Matters referred from the Fire Fighter Advisory Committee (FFAC), including but not limited to:

A. Discussion and possible final adoption on proposed amendments, new sections, repeals, and rule
reviews as follows:

2. Proposed amendments to 37 TAC Chapter 435, Fire Fighter Safety, including, but not limited
to 8435.1.
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Chapter 435

FIRE FIGHTER SAFETY

8435.1. Protective Clothing.

(@)

(b)

A regulated fire department shall:

(2) purchase, provide, and maintain a complete set of protective clothing for all fire protection personnel who
would be exposed to hazardous conditions from fire or other emergencies or where the potential for such
exposure exists. A complete set of protective clothing shall consist of garments including bunker coats,
bunker pants, boots, gloves, helmets, and protective hoods, worn by fire protection personnel in the
course of performing fire-fighting operations;

(2) ensure that all protective clothing which are used by fire protection personnel assigned to fire suppression
duties comply with the minimum standards of the National Fire Protection Association suitable for the
tasks the individual is expected to perform. The National Fire Protection Association standard applicable
to protective clothing is the standard in effect at the time the entity contracts for new, rebuilt, or used
protective clothing; and

3) maintain and provide upon request by the commission, a departmental standard operating procedure
regarding the use, selection, care, and maintenance of protective clothing which complies with NFPA
1851, Standard on Selection, Care, and Maintenance of Structural Fire Fighting Protective Ensembles.

An entity may continue to use protective clothing in use or contracted for before a change in the National Fire
Protection Association standard, unless the commission determines that the protective clothing constitutes an
undue risk to the wearer, in which case the commission shall order that the use be discontinued and shall set an
appropriate date for compliance with the revised standard.

(c)(eh

(d)

Protective clothing in use or contracted for prior to January 1, 2002, shall be exempted from the record keeping
requirements contained in Section 2.3, Records, of NFPA 1851.

In accordance with Section 419.043, Texas Government Code and the Commission’s Rule 435.1 (b) as set

out hereinabove and consistent with past practice with respect to the implementation of NFPA standards
when immediate implementation of a standard as written is impractical for Texas, the modifications
contained in Sections 10.1.2, 10.1.3, and 10.1.3.1 of the 2008 Edition of NFPA 1851 (effective June 24,
2007) shall be implemented as follows:

(1) with respect to Section 10.1.2, structural fire fighting ensembles and ensemble elements shall be
retired in accordance with Section 10.2.1 of the 2008 Edition of NFPA 1851, no more than 12 years from
the date the ensembles or ensemble elements were manufactured, or no more than 10 years from the date
the ensemble or ensemble elements were first put into service;

(2) with respect to Section 10.1.3, proximity fire fighting ensembles and ensemble elements shall be

retired in accordance with Section 10.2.1 of the 2008 Edition of NFPA 1851, no more than 12 years from
the date the ensembles or ensemble elements were manufactured, or no more than ten years from the
date the ensemble or ensemble elements were first put into service; and

(3) with respect to Section 10.1.3.1, the radiant reflective outer shells shall be retired in accordance with

Section 10.2.1 of the 2008 Edition of NFPA 1851, no more than 7 years from the date the outer shells are
manufactured or no more than 5 years from the date the outer shells were first put into service.
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(e)

Subsections (d) and (e) of this section will expire March 1, 2011.
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10. Matters referred from the Fire Fighter Advisory Committee (FFAC), including but not limited to:

B. Discussion and possible action on recommendations from the Curriculum and Testing
Committee.

24





