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Holiday Fire Safety November 15, 2013

Holiday season is right around the corner. There is no better
gift this holiday season than a safe and healthy gathering of
friends and family. The fire service is all too familiar with
holiday fire risks. With holiday fire risks in mind, listed below
are some top holiday safety reminders.

Cooking. Unattended cooking is the leading cause of home - - :
Visit us at the William B. Travis

fires. Most people feel they would never be careless enough to Building Suite 1-105.

put a dish towel on a stove where food is cooking, but it

For more holiday safety tips:
happens!

Holiday Fire Safety Tips - FEMA

Candle fires. Candles should be placed in large candle Family Holiday Safety - CDC
holders on a sturdy surface that is away from
anything flammable & high traffic areas.

Safety Information - NFPA

Christmas Tree Fire

Cords. Lights and decorations
always be inspected for cracks before

Fire places.
Fireplaces should be cleaned and
inspected once year

Small electric heaters.
Space heaters need at least three feet
of space clear of combustibles.

Frying turkeys. When frying a turkey
make sure to use the fryers outdoors and
away from combustible materials.

Real Christmas trees. Water the tree
daily and turn off the tree lights at night.
If you have an artificial tree, be sure it is
labeled, certified, or identified by the
manufacturer as fire retardant.

A little practice can go a long way when it comes to safety
around the holidays. Be proactive and practice safety all year
long, and have a fire safe holiday.

Best wishes for a safe and happy holiday season with your
loved ones.

Supplement your training on holiday fire safety with these
resources from our library:

HOLIDAY FIRE PREVENTION

AV07-2191 Date Acquired: 12/3/2007 Length: 30:00 Format:
DVD Author: FETN

The holidays bring live trees, outside lights, candles, and fires
that could be avoided. This training program will describe
statistics related to property loss and injury sustained during the
holidays, discuss how and where fires occur, how to educate
the public on fire prevention, and safety codes related to trees
and decorations. Topics covered are: candle fires, live and
artificial trees, electrical outlet safety, kerosene heaters, wood
stoves and fireplaces, space heaters, cooking, and smoking.
(2007)

HOLIDAY FIRE PREVENTION

AV07-2190 Date Acquired: 12/3/2007 Length: 30:00 Format:
DVD Author: FETN

The holidays bring live trees, outside lights, candles, and fires
that could be avoided. This training program will describe
statistics related to property loss and injury sustained during the
holidays, discuss how and where fires occur, how to educate
the public on fire prevention, and safety codes related to trees
and decorations. Topics covered are: candle fires, live and
artificial trees, electrical outlet safety, kerosene heaters, wood
stoves and fireplaces, space heaters, cooking, and smoking.
(2007)

FIRE'S FURY

AV05-1897 Date Acquired: 8/16/2005 Length: 15:00 Format:
DVD Author: NFPA

This DVD shows the devastating reality of a candle fire. It tells

the personal story of one family's narrow escape after a candle

fire rages out of control and engulfs their home in smoke and
flames. It emphasizes how a small fire can grow to life-
threatening proportions in minutes, and the importance of
smoke alarms in saving lives. It outlines the basics of a home
escape plan and shows how an unattended candle or heat
producing appliance can lead to major consequences. A
presenter's guide accompanies the DVD, which can be used to
promote the 2005 Fire Prevention Week theme--'Use Candles
with Care'. (2005)

FIREFIGHTER KNOWLEDGE: SOLID FUEL
APPLIANCES & GAS COMBUSTION APPLIANCES
AV11-2572 Date Acquired: 9/14/2011 Length:

1:23:00 Format: DVD Author: CHIMNEY SAFE
PRODUCTIONS

Until now, Firefighters have not been trained on the subject of
solid fuel and gas combustion appliance emergencies, fires and
prevention. This subject is often based on myths and
misconceptions that can lead to property loss and death. The
training in the video is taught by 30-year veteran career
Firefighter, Certified Chimney Sweep® and Certified Dryer
Duct Exhaust Technician®, Dieter Bove'. Safe fireplace
operating guidelines, the proper use of manufactured 'wax' logs
and chimney cleaning logs. About chimneys in North America
verses chimneys in many European countries and why the
Firefighter needs to know the difference. Fire suppression for
the chimney fire and the chimney fire blast furnace effect.
NFPA codes verses local codes, proper maintenance and the
NFPA language on this. Common myths regarding fireplaces,
chimney fires and the best types of wood to burn. Carbon
monoxide issues associated with gas furnaces, water heaters,
fireplaces, and clothes dryers. (c2010)

For assistance in choosing training materials, or to make recommendations
for additions to the library, please contact the commission librarian at (512)
936-3833, via e-mail at library@tcfp.texas.gov or visit the Emerson Library
at the commission's headquarters facility during regular business hours.

Questions, Comments, or to be removed from this distribution list email Sylvia.miller@tcfp.texas.gov or call 512-936-3833.
Emerson Library: 1701 N. Congress Ave, Suite 1-105, Austin, TX 78701. PO Box 2286, Austin, TX 78768-2286.
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