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SAFETY BULLETIN !

Fraudulent NFPA Compliance Stickers on Structural Firefighting Helmets

Date: June 29/2026
Safety Alert #: 26-001B

Purpose

The Texas Commission on Fire Protection (TCFP) is issuing this Safety Bulletin to notify all
Texas fire departments, training institutions, and emergency response agencies of the discovery
of fraudulent NFPA compliance stickers being marketed and sold online for structural
firefighting helmets.

Background

The Texas Commission on Fire Protection has recently identified a concerning practice involving
structural firefighting helmets subject to Texas Government Code §419.051 and 37 Texas
Administrative Code (TAC) §435.1, which requires personal protective equipment (PPE) used
by Texas firefighters to comply with applicable NFPA standards.

Multiple internet vendors are selling replacement NFPA compliance decals that closely resemble
the manufacturer-applied certification labels found on structural firefighting helmets. These
fraudulent decals can be applied to helmets that are no longer compliant, have exceeded their
service life, have been altered, or were never certified to current NFPA standards, creating the
false appearance that the helmet remains compliant.

Safety Concern

Applying fraudulent NFPA compliance stickers does not restore or certify a helmet's compliance
with applicable NFPA standards.

The use of non-compliant or fraudulently labeled PPE places firefighters at significant risk by:

o Providing a false indication that the helmet meets current safety standards.
o Potentially exposing firefighters to reduced impact, thermal, and electrical protection.
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e Compromising department PPE inspection and replacement programs.
e Increasing the likelihood of injury or death during emergency operations.

The Texas Commission on Fire Protection considers the intentional alteration or
misrepresentation of PPE compliance to be a serious safety issue and will enforce applicable
statutes and administrative rules accordingly.

Identification of Fraudulent Helmets

Many counterfeit certification stickers currently observed reference NFPA 1851, 2013 Edition.
One reason these counterfeit decals frequently cite the 2013 edition is that the 2018 edition
introduced several updated requirements that make fraudulent compliance more difficult to
conceal.

A fraudulent or falsely labeled NFPA-compliant structural firefighting helmet can often be
identified by carefully examining its certification label, manufacturer information, and overall
construction. A genuine helmet should have a permanent label identifying the manufacturer,
model, date of manufacture, and the applicable NFPA standard. Be cautious of missing or poorly
printed labels, misspellings, unusually low prices, or claims that a helmet is “NFPA approved,”
as NFPA develops standards but does not certify products.

To verify authenticity, compare the helmet to the manufacturer’s official product specifications,
confirm any third-party certification, and inspect the quality of the shell, suspension system,
hardware, chin strap, and stitching. Helmets should be purchased only from authorized
distributors or directly from the manufacturer, and any helmet whose authenticity cannot be
verified should be removed from service. Departments should also remember that the presence of
an NFPA sticker alone does not confirm compliance. Certification should always be verified
through manufacturer documentation, model identification, date of manufacture, inspection
records, and overall helmet configuration.

Recommended Actions
The Texas Commission on Fire Protection recommends that all fire departments:

o Inspect structural firefighting helmets for signs of altered or replaced certification labels.

e Verify PPE compliance using manufacturer documentation and inspection records rather
than relying solely on certification decals.

o Educate all personnel on the existence of fraudulent NFPA compliance stickers.
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e Remove from service any helmet suspected of having altered, counterfeit, or fraudulent
certification markings until its compliance can be verified.

e Purchase replacement PPE and replacement components only through authorized
manufacturers or authorized distributors.

o Report suspected fraudulent PPE or altered certification labels through the department's
chain of command and appropriate authorities.

Distribution

The Texas Commission on Fire Protection requests that this Safety Alert be distributed to all
members of the Texas fire service, including:

e Fire Chiefs

o Safety Officers

o Training Officers

o PPE Program Managers

o Firefighters

o Emergency Response Personnel

Departments are encouraged to incorporate this information into PPE inspection training and
firefighter safety briefings.
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